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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 
To effectively assess the need for community services, St. Christopher House (SCH) requested an 
updated profile of the neighbourhoods that make-up their catchment area. The last profile was completed 
using 1996 census data. This report provides a new community profile based on the 2001 census data, 
and looks both temporally and spatially at changes occurring within the community. 
 
The neighbourhoods served by St. Christopher House have undergone a high degree of change between 
1996 and 2001. Across the region incomes have increased, education levels have increased, and the 
types of jobs held by residents have shifted from the service, manufacturing, and construction industries 
to the cultural and academic industries. 
 
While the overall picture of the region is very positive, there are still some key areas in which the SCH 
services are still needed. The Little Portugal and South Parkdale neighbourhoods lag behind other 
communities in terms of both education and income. Special attention is required in these 
neighbourhoods to help their residents share in the improvements other individuals residing in the 
catchment area enjoy. 
 
The population in many of the SCH neighbourhoods is also aging. This population of seniors requires 
special services provided by St. Christopher House to enable them to remain in place and keep active in 
the community. 
 
Finally, the cultural make-up of the area is slowly shifting. Although the dominant ethnicity remains 
Portuguese, and services are certainly still required to service this large community, the vast majority of 
new immigrants to the region are from Southeast Asia, especially from China. Services must be 
maintained, and more services implemented to ensure that these new immigrants can positively integrate 
themselves into the community. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
Saint Christopher House 
 
St. Christopher House (SCH) is a neighbourhood based, multi–service, non-profit organization that works 
in partnership with the surrounding community to promote personal and social change to achieve a safe, 
healthy and accepting society for all. The central purpose of St. Christopher House focuses on enabling 
less advantaged individuals, families, and groups in the community to gain greater control over their lives 
and their community. 
 
Current services provided by SCH include adult literacy programs, a high-school diploma equivalency 
program that helps mature students, and employment skills development programs which include internet 
and other computer training. In addition, family, children, elderly and abused women support programs 
are provided.  
 
To continue serving its population in a meaningful and effective manner, SCH requires an accurate, 
updated profile of the community’s social and economic conditions. St. Christopher House staff is aware 
of significant changes in their catchment area, however the last community profile was created using 
1996 census data. New 2001 census data are now available, and will be used in this report to describe 
and analyze the district that St. Christopher House services, as well as its component neighbourhoods. 
 
After considering trends of population, age, family structure, income, employment, immigration, and 
languages, this report will then make recommendations to St. Christopher House to help them make 
informed decisions regarding which programs to maintain, scale back, or introduce for the future. 
 
 
A Community of Neighbourhoods 
 
The main campus of St. Christopher House is located in the west end of downtown Toronto, at 248 
Ossington Avenue. Map 1 shows the SCH catchment area bounded to the north by Bloor Street, to the 
east by Roncesvalles Avenue, to the south by Lakeshore Boulevard and to the west by Bathurst Street. 
Map 1 also divides the SCH community into a number of smaller neighbourhoods. The component 
neighbourhoods were defined by the City of Toronto. 
 
Although technically part of the Niagara neighbourhood, what we are calling ‘Liberty-Exhibition’ (which is 
Toronto’s census tract 8) will be discussed separately in the analysis. The area contains a very small 
portion of the catchment area’s population, and covers a large land area – mostly underutilized at the 
present time. The inclusion of this census tract in the Niagara neighbourhood would skew several 
statistics regarding such attributes as population density, income and immigration. Furthermore, another 
community organization serves this neighbourhood. Its exclusion from the main analysis was approved by 
the client. Despite its exclusion from the main analysis, a detailed neighbourhood profile of the area 
appears in Appendix F. 
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Map 1: SCH Catchment Boundaries and Neighbourhoods 
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CATCHMENT AREA DISCUSSION 
 
 
Population 
 
The total population for the community served by St. Christopher House in 2001 is 106,984. This is 
roughly 4 per cent of Toronto’s population. The area experienced an increase of nearly 2,000 people 
since the last census conducted in 1996, a relatively small change of only 2% over the five year period 
(Table 1). 
 
 
Table 1- Population Breakdown  

Area 
Population,

1996 
Population,

2001 
Change (#) 
1996-2001 

Change (%)
1996-2001 

SCH 105,040 106,985 1,945 2% 
City 2,385,421 2,481,494 96,073 4% 
CMA 4,263,757 4,682,897 419,140 10% 

 
 
Three of the neighbourhoods within the study area – Dufferin-Grove, Roncesvalles, and South Parkdale – 
experienced slight population increases. Three others – Little Portugal, Palmerston-Little Italy, and Trinity-
Bellwoods – experienced slight declines. Niagara, however, gained a significant number of new residents 
between the two census periods. In terms of population, this neighbourhood was 35% larger in 2001 
compared to 1996 (Figure 1). 
 
 
Figure 1 

Neighbourhood Populations

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

DUFGR LITPO NIAGR PALLI RONCE SPARK TRIBW

1996 2001

 
 
 
Population Density 
 
The densities of the SCH neighbourhoods remained relatively constant, which should be expected 
considering there was little change to the populations in each area, and no change to census tract 
boundaries. Niagara’s exceptional growth, however, translates into the addition of 2,000 people per 
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square kilometre (Figure 2). Compared to other neighbourhoods, South Parkdale’s density is striking but 
changed little. Dufferin-Grove is still the least dense part of the catchment area, and hardly changed at all. 
 
 
Figure 2 

Neighbourhood Densities
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Population by Age Cohort  
 
From 1996 to 2001, there were decreasing numbers of people aged 25 and younger in St. Christopher 
House’s catchment area. However, all other age cohorts experienced growth; especially adults aged 25 
to 50 (Figures 3.1 to 3.3). Compared to the wider city, the distribution of ages within the catchment area is 
less even, with a relatively larger proportion of adults and seniors, and a smaller proportion of children. 
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Figure 3.1 
1996 SCH Population by Gender
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Figure 3.2 

2001 SCH Population by Gender
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Figure 3.3 

2001 City Population by Gender
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In 2001, the Trinity-Bellwoods and Little Portugal neighbourhoods had the highest concentrations of 
individuals over the age of 65, with 2,515 people and 2,305, respectively (Figure 4). On the other hand, 
South Parkdale and Roncesvalles had the highest concentrations of children under the age of 15, at 
3,720 people and 2,630 people, respectively (Figure 5). 
 
Figure 4 
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Figure 5 

Percentage of 0-14 Year Olds in each Division
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Overall, most neighbourhoods’ populations are relatively stable, but the age composition is changing. The 
influx of large numbers of adults is increasing their share of the population relative to other age cohorts. 
This trend is especially evident in Niagara, as described in the subsequent Niagara discussion (page 34) 
St. Christopher House should be aware of the rising proportion of working-age individuals when 
evaluating the services they provide. 
 
As seen in the figures 3.2 and 4, there is a large population of elderly individuals in the catchment area, 
particularly in Little Portugal and Trinity-Bellwoods. St. Christopher House should focus their elderly 
services in these neighbourhoods. Conversely, services for children should be directed to South Parkdale 
and Roncesvalles. 
 
 
Family Structure 
 
Household Type 
 
The 2001 census provides data on three types of households: one family, multi-family and non-family 
households. The City of Toronto, Toronto CMA and Ontario all have a greater proportion of single-family 
households than non-family households. Similarly, only small proportions (less than 4%) of their 
households are classified as multi-family.  
 
The SCH study area differs from this pattern, and this difference is becoming more entrenched (Figure 6). 
The study area has a smaller proportion of one-family households and a larger proportion of non-family 
households than the wider city and province. Furthermore, the number of non-family households is 
growing at a faster pace. And, whereas the city is adding multiple-family households, the catchment area 
is losing them. 
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Figure 6 

Percent Change in Housing Type, 1996 2001
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This pattern is more-or-less repeated in the individual neighbourhoods. Niagara and South Parkdale have 
the least amount of one family households. Trinity-Bellwoods has the highest percentage of multi-family 
households, and South Parkdale has the highest percentage of non-family households. In Niagara and 
South Parkdale, single-family households do not comprise the majority of all households. 
 
Since the 1996 Census, the catchment area has seen a slight increase in one-family households, a larger 
increase in non-family households. and a slight decrease in multi-family households. Given a slowly 
changing population overall, these shifts may be interpreted as a changing composition of household 
types. However, in Niagara there was a large increases in all three types of households: one-family 
increased 55%, multi-family increased 24%, and non-family increased 63%. As Niagara’s population grew 
substantially, these increases are best interpreted as absolute growth. To emphasize trends, however, it 
is worthwhile to compare the size of each category’s growth and note that similar conditions are 
influencing change across the entire study area. 
 
The overall increase in households means a potential increase in people requiring the services of St. 
Christopher House. While the increase may be partially attributed to newly built housing stock, St. 
Christopher House should continue to monitor the growth of one family and non-family households. If the 
growth of physical housing stock is not congruent with the changing demands of households in the 
catchment area, it may be an indicator of rising prices for desirable housing, and result in families being at 
risk for homelessness, overcrowded living conditions, and single families being unable to afford other 
necessities besides shelter. 
 
 
Private Household Size 
 
The average number of persons per private household in the study area is 2.4, below the average for the 
City, the CMA and Ontario (Figure 7). Within the SCH community, South Parkdale has the lowest average 
number of persons per household at 2.1 people per household, while Little Portugal has the highest at 
2.75. 
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Figure 7 

Average Number of Persons in Private Households, 2001
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Figure 8 

Household Size, 2001
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The catchment area has a larger proportion of 1-person households than the City of Toronto, the CMA 
and the Province (Figure 8). The individual neighbourhoods in which 1-person households have the 
greatest share of household types are Roncesvalles, South Parkdale, Niagara, and Dufferin Grove. In the 
other neighbourhoods, 2-person households have the greatest share of household types. 
 
Finally, the overall catchment area has a lower proportion of households of 6 or more persons than the 
city, CMA and province. However, the neighbourhoods of Trinity-Bellwoods, Little Portugal and Dufferin 
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Grove all have a larger proportion of households with 6 or more people than the larger comparison 
areas.1 
 
 
Average Number of Children per Census Family 
 
Census Families in the study area have an average of 1.2 children (Figure 9). This is lower than the 
averages for the city, CMA and Ontario. The neighbourhood with the highest average number of children 
is Dufferin Grove at 1.9, and the neighbourhood with the lowest average is Palmerston-Little Italy with 
0.7.2 
 
 
Figure 9 

Average Number of Children at Home per Census Family, 2001
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Lone Parent households 
 
The 2001 census provides information on the sex of single parents and the number of children in single 
parent households. Not surprisingly, in the catchment area and each of the individual neighbourhoods, 
the majority of lone parents are female. Uniquely, however, Niagara has a higher proportion of male 
single parents than the city, CMA or province. The majority of lone parent households in the catchment 
area and each of its component neighbourhoods has only one child. This is also true at the city, CMA, 
and provincial level. Map 2 depicts the distribution of lone parent households across SCH 
neighbourhoods and includes other surrounding communities, by census tract. Please see Appendix A for 
a map of census tracts in each SCH neighbourhood. 
 
The number of lone parent households has increased in all neighbourhoods between 1996 and 2001, 
except for South Parkdale. The greatest increase occurred in Niagara, and the smallest increase in 
Trinity-Bellwoods. This increase demonstrates that services for lone-parent families, such as support 
groups and parenting classes, are still required in the catchment area. This is particularly true of Niagara, 
where programs especially geared to male parents may be warranted. 

                                                 
1 The data from the 1996 census is not comparable to the 2001 census due to variations in the variables. 
2 The data from the 1996 census is not comparable to the 2001 census due to variations in the variables. 
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Map 2: Distribution of Lone Parent Households by Census Tract, 2001 
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Education 
 
School Attendance of 15-24 Year Olds 
 
In the catchment area, the majority of 15-24 year olds are attending school. However, approximately 43% 
of individuals in this age cohort do not attend school – a greater proportion than the city, CMA and 
province (Figure 10).3 This could indicate that programs are needed to facilitate the completion of high 
school and the transition to post-secondary education. 
 
 
Figure 10 

School Attendence of 15 to 24 year olds, 2001
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Highest Level of Education 
 
Residents of the study area have attained a relatively high level of education, indicated by the proportion 
of individuals with a university background. The relative share in the catchment area of such individuals is 
higher than the province and the CMA, and on par with the city. However, there is important variation 
within the component neighbourhoods (Figure 11). 
 
Residents of Niagara have attained the highest levels of formal education, whereas residents of Little 
Portugal, collectively, have the lowest level of formal education. The Niagara neighbourhood experienced 
the greatest change from 1996 (Figure 12). There was a 216% increase in people who have at least a 
university education. Likewise, the small increase in the number of people with a grade 9 or lower 
education indicates that there may be less of a demand for education-oriented services in this particular 
neighbourhood. Other neighbourhoods are not fairing as well. Therefore, St. Christopher House should 
take neighbourhood differences into account when targeting educational services to the most needy. 

                                                 
3 The data from the 1996 census is not comparable to the 2001 census due to variations in the variables. 
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Figure 11 

Highest Level of Education, 2001
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Figure 12 

Percent Change in Highest Level of Education 1996-2001
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Income 
 
Overall, the residents living in St. Christopher House’s catchment area have experienced an increase in 
income between 1996 and 2001. The average individual income in the catchment area has increased by 
more than $6000, to $26,698 (Figures 13 and 14). This increase has not occurred evenly across the 
catchment area. As found in other data, such as education and employment, Little Portugal and South 
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Parkdale lag behind more affluent neighbourhoods. While as a whole, the catchment area average 
individual income increased by 29%, incomes in Little Portugal increased by only 23% to $ 22,847. Those 
in South Parkdale increased by only 16% to $22,533. The situation in Niagara is much different, with 
income increasing by 58% to $40,250.  
 
Figure 13  
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Figure 14 

Average Total Income of Population Aged 15+, 1996
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As demonstrated in the graphs above, average individual income in the St. Christopher’s catchment area, 
with the exception of Niagara, are well below those in the City of Toronto, the Toronto CMA, and the 
province. This income pattern, with the highest incomes found in Niagara and the lowest in South 
Parkdale and Little Portugal, are found across other census income variables such as single parent 
households, census households and census family income. The St. Christopher House catchment area 
has shown this pattern both in 1996 and in 2001, though by 2001 incomes in Roncesvalles and Trinity-
Bellwoods increased, reaching the level of income achieved by residents of the Niagara neighbourhood. 
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(Please see Appendix B for a map of average income across SCH neighbourhoods and surrounding 
area.)  
 
 
Family Income 
 
When family income is examined there is a subtle trend in both Toronto and the catchment area for 
income to fall within the $20,000-$49,999 range. A substantial number of families have incomes above 
$100,000. This trend is mildly evident in the City of Toronto and more pronounced in the catchment area, 
as the following graphs (Figures 15 and 16) show. 
 
Figure 15 
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Figure 16 

Average Family Income- 
SCH Area 2001
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Again, the only neighbourhoods that do not follow this trend are South Parkdale, Little Portugal and 
Niagara. In Niagara, a large proportion of families reported an income of $100,000 or more with 550 
families in this range and 170 families or fewer in other ranges. The opposite situation exists in Little 
Portugal and South Parkdale. In Little Portugal, 1,180 families fall in the $20,000 to $49,999 range, while 
only 285 families fall into the $100,000 plus range. As shown in their neighbourhood profile in Appendix F, 
South Parkdale does not follow the general trend exhibited in the City and in the catchment area. A much 
greater proportion of families in South Parkdale fall into the lower income range, with far fewer families in 
the higher ranges.  
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Overall, the data shows that income is lower in the catchment area than in the City of Toronto and the 
Toronto CMA, but increased in every neighbourhood since 1996. Within the catchment area, there are 
also two neighbourhoods in particular, South Parkdale and Little Portugal, which are not as wealthy as 
other areas in the St. Christopher’s community. These might be areas in which the organization may want 
to concentrate its efforts in job training and other employment skills to help residents attain the incomes 
seen in other parts of the catchment area, and in the city as a whole. 
 
 
Employment 
 
Economic Structure 
 
The economic structure of the St. Christopher House catchment area is in transition. Existing residents 
are upgrading their skills and attaining better jobs, and young, well-educated residents are moving in. The 
most telling picture emerges from studying occupational share change between 1996 and 2001 (Figure 
17). 
 
Figure 17 

 
 
Sales and service jobs, often low-paying, entry level work, are losing share while more lucrative jobs in 
natural sciences and business are gaining share. This trend is most pronounced in Niagara, which is a 
bellwether for change in the whole catchment area, and least pronounced in Roncesvalles, which is the 
most stable neighbourhood (neighbourhood occupational share graphs are available in the 
Neighbourhood Profiles). In addition, traditional blue-collar work is stagnant, while more creative 
occupations in social science and culture are on the rise. These changes are happening across the city, 
but are amplified in the catchment area. Growth and change within the St. Christopher House catchment 
area is playing a significant role in defining Toronto’s emerging knowledge and culture economy. Hence, 
more and more individuals involved in creative industries are choosing this district as a place to live.  
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Unemployment 
 
The unemployment rate declined in the whole city, but that the decline was twice as precipitous in the 
catchment area (Figure 18). This is especially encouraging since the labour force participation rate also 
improved at more than double the city’s rate of increase. Given a rising population, these statistics 
highlight the strength of the job market; as more people seek work, employers are ready to hire them. 
 
Unfortunately, South Parkdale continues to lag. Despite posting one of the largest declines in 
unemployment, it still suffers from a high rate of joblessness compared to other neighbourhoods that 
make up the catchment area. Whereas each of the other neighbourhoods is now at or below Toronto’s 
average rate of unemployment, South Parkdale’s unemployment rate is still 3 points higher. South 
Parkdale also registers the slightest advance in labour force participation. 
 
Figure 18 

Unemployment Rate, 1996-2001 (%)
Source: Statistics Canada; 1996, 2001 Census
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One reason for this district’s success is the growing popularity of urban living among individuals 
associated with future oriented occupations and industries. The amenities, central location, and transit 
options found in the catchment area are supportive of an urban lifestyle. St. Christopher House should 
consider ways of creatively enhancing social interaction among neighbourhood residents, such that 
members of the community who possess skills and contacts useful for succeeding in growth industries 
are mixing with those who do not currently have access to these resources. 
 
 
Immigration 
 
The St. Christopher catchment area is traditionally recognized as having a large Portuguese immigrant 
population. However, the composition of recent immigrant groups to the area has significantly changed in 
2001. The third largest recent immigrant group in the SCH population for 1996 came from Portugal, after 
Vietnam and China (Figure 19).4 
 
                                                 
4 Statistics Canada defines “Recent Immigrants” are those that have arrived within the last five years of 
the census period. 
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Figure 19 

 
 
 
In 2001, the presence of Portuguese and other recent immigrants has significantly changed.  
The number of recent immigrants from China has doubled from 1,690 to 3,760 individuals, placing it as 
the top recent immigrant group in the SCH population (Figure 20). With the exception of recent 
immigrants from India, who now rank as the second largest group, all other immigrant groups are 
decreasing in absolute numbers even if some have improved in rank.  
 
Interestingly, recent immigrants from Portugal have not even placed in the top ten in 2001. Although 
Portuguese continues to be the dominant non-official language in the SCH catchment area population, 
the increasing numbers of recent immigrants from Southeast Asia may require different services from 
SCH than the older, more established Portuguese community.5 The proportion of recent immigration from 
Southeast Asia to the catchment area is equivalent to the City of Toronto, CMA and Ontario immigration 
patterns. China, India and Pakistan were the top three originating countries of recent immigrants between 
the two census periods. 

                                                 
5 Languages are described in more detail in the following section 
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Figure 20 

SCH: Top 10 Recent Immigrant Groups by Place of Birth, 2001

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

  China   India   Pakistan   Philippines   Viet Nam  
Bangladesh

  Sri Lanka   U.S.   Poland   Ukraine

 
 
 
Neighbourhood Level 
 
Overall, recent immigration to the St. Christopher community is down since the previous census but some 
neighbourhoods are experiencing increases in the number of recent immigrants. This is especially true for 
South Parkdale, which is illustrated in Map 3. 
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Map 3: Distribution of Recent Immigrants to SCH neighbourhoods by census tract, 2001 
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When looking at the change in recent immigrants within each neighbourhood, some interesting 
characteristics stand out; Little Portugal and Roncesvalles are highlighted below because these areas are 
known to have a certain cultural make up, which is significantly shifting. Portugal was the top country from 
which recent immigrants moved to Little Portugal in 1996 (Figure 21). 
 
 
Figure 21 

 
 
In 2001, recent immigrants from Portugal have not even made it into the top ten groups in this 
neighbourhood (Figure 22).  
 
 
Figure 22 

 
 
 
The largest recent immigrant group originates from China, which has increased threefold from 170 
residents in 1996 to 560 in 2001. Pakistan, Bangladesh and the United States have also ranked higher in 
2001, but the numbers of recent immigrants from those countries are significantly smaller. In fact, the 
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overall number of recent immigrants moving to Little Portugal has decreased by almost 2% since 1996, 
which is comparable to previously stated immigration trends in the SCH catchment area, the city, the 
CMA and the province. 
 
Roncesvalles has also decreased in its proportion of recent immigrants between 1996 and 2001. 
Traditionally, this area is known for its heavy concentration of Polish immigrants. Even in 1996, most 
recent immigrants continued to come from Poland (Figure 23). Moreover, large numbers of recent 
immigrants came from Vietnam and Sri Lanka. 
 
 
Figure 23 

 
 
 
Since then, the make up of recent immigrant groups have drastically changed in the area. In 2001, the 
highest proportion of recent immigrants originated from India. China, Pakistan and the Philippines also 
contributed to the next largest numbers of immigrants respectively, while Poland dropped to seventh 
place. Full details on immigration patterns in each neighbourhood are available in the neighbourhood 
profiles found in Appendix F. 
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Figure 24 
 

Roncesvalles: Top 10 Recent Immigrant Groups by Place of Birth, 2001 
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Ethnicity 
 
Changes in pattern of reported ethnicities are not as dynamic as changes in recent immigration data. 
Within the St. Christopher House catchment area, the Portuguese population remains strong as the top 
ethnic group at 21,395 individuals, or roughly 20% of the population in 2001 (Figures 25 and 26). 
However, an interesting trend is detectable in the number of residents within the community that consider 
themselves ‘Canadian’. The number of residents choosing this category of ethnicity has grown from 8.1% 
in 1996 to 13.3%, and is now the second-to-top ethnic group in the catchment area. There are at least 
two likely explanations: either more residents in the population are updating their self-identity to Canadian 
as they become more established, or more non-immigrants are moving into the catchment area. 
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Figure 25 

 
 
Figure 26 

 
 
A transition is clearly occurring in immigration and ethnicity throughout the catchment area. The overall 
numbers of recent immigrants have decreased, even though some neighbourhoods, like Niagara, are 
sharing a larger proportion of recent immigrants since 1996. More immigrants from China, India, Pakistan 
and the Philippines are replacing the traditional European immigrants from Portugal and Poland. As such, 
St Christopher House should consider in which neighbourhoods immigrants from Southeast Asia are 
most concentrated, in addition to the types of unique community services they may require.  
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Language 
 
Knowledge of official languages 
 
In 2001 the St. Christopher House catchment area’s population has less knowledge of the official 
languages of Canada than those populations living within the entire City of Toronto, the CMA, and the 
province (Figure 27).  
 
Figure 27 
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When the neighborhoods are compared to both the city and the CMA, all except South Parkdale have 
more speakers without knowledge of French or English. Those without knowledge of Canada’s official 
languages decreased across each neighbourhood between 1996 and 2001. Table 2 shows how this 
decrease was as low as 3% in Roncesvalles, and as high as 6% in Palmerston-Little Italy.  
 
 
Table 2- Decrease in Knowledge of Official Languages 

 
 

 Year ONT CMA CITY SCH DUFGR LITPO NIAGR PALLI RONCE SPARK TRIBW
1996 2% 5% 6% 14% 14% 20% 11% 14% 8% 6% 22%
2001 2% 4% 5% 9% 9% 16% 7% 8% 5% 3% 16%
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Unofficial languages 
 
In 2001, the most common unofficial languages spoken within the St. Christopher House catchment area 
were Portuguese, Chinese6, and Polish. As shown in Figure 28, the same languages were most widely 
spoken in 1996, except for Urdu, surpassed Greek between the two census periods.  
 
 
Figure 28 
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In 1996, Portuguese was the most widely spoken unofficial language in the area, but decreased by 3,000 
speakers between the two census periods, from 21,000 to 18,000. The number of Chinese speakers in 
the St. Christopher House catchment area increased by more than 1,000 during this period. See 
appendix C and D for maps on the distribution of Chinese and Portuguese speakers by census tract. 
 
Additionally, between the two census periods Polish speakers decreased by over 1,000, Vietnamese by 
1,500, Tamil by 500 and Italian and Spanish both by 200 speakers. Furthermore, the number of people 
speaking Tagalog remained constant.  
 
Seven of the top unofficial languages spoken in the city are the same as the above-mentioned spoken in 
the St. Christopher neighbourhoods. Seven out of the 10 unofficial languages spoken in Ontario are also 
those, which are heavily represented throughout the St. Christopher House neighborhoods (Figures 29 
and 30).  
 

                                                 
6 In 2001, Chinese, which was only one cohort in 1996, was subdivided into Chinese n.o.s., Mandarin, and 
Cantonese. In order to make comparisons between the two census periods, the three 2001 cohorts were aggregated 
into one cohort. 
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Figure 29 
2001 Top 10 Unofficial Languages Spoken in Toronto
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Figure 30 

2001 Top 10 Unofficial Languages Spoken in Ontario

0

100000

200000

300000

400000

500000

     Chinese       Italian       German      
Portuguese

      Polish       Spanish       Punjabi       Arabic       Tagalog       Tamil

 
 
St. Christopher House’s catchment area is a relatively good example of not only languages spoken within 
the city, but those spoken throughout the province as well. Portuguese speakers are still the most 
prevalent throughout the area that St. Christopher House services, but Chinese, Tagalog, Ukrainian, and 
Urdu speakers are on the rise. 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD DISCUSSION 
 
 
Complete data profiles for each neighbourhood within the St. Christopher House community can be found 
in Appendix F. Below is a brief discussion of the key findings within each distinct neighbourhood that SCH 
staff can use during the decision-making process when developing and budgeting for new programs and 
services. 
 
 
Dufferin Grove 
 
Dufferin Grove stands out from other neighbourhoods within the SCH community in a number of ways. 
First, it has the highest number of children per household than any other neighbourhood. SCH should be 
aware of this and make provisions to provide more childhood services and early childhood development 
programs at centres close to or within this neighbourhood.  
 
The residents of Dufferin Grove are also finding better and more stable jobs based on the changes in 
occupational share between 1996 and 2001. The share of residents employed in the sales and service 
sector is declining. Additionally, both average and median individual and household incomes have 
increased since 1996. 
 
The immigrant structure of the area is also changing. Vietnamese immigration, which made up the largest 
immigrant group in 1996, decreased by 14% between the two census periods, and Chinese became the 
highest, increasing by 23% from its 1996 levels. St. Christopher House staff should take note of this when 
providing classes and recruiting English as a Second Language (ESL) instructors. 
 
 
Little Portugal  
 
Little Portugal is unique because its population has one of the largest proportions of adult cohorts, 
especially aged 65 and older. It is also a relatively low-income area. The average household, individual, 
male, and female incomes are all at least 12% lower than those experienced across the entire St. 
Christopher House study area. This is notable because St. Christopher House staff may wish to look into 
programs to help people in the area increase their incomes and provide skill enhancement training for 
and beyond typical low-income jobs like manufacturing.  
 
Little Portugal also displays a high incidence of home ownership. In an environment of rising house 
prices, homeowners may have difficulty in covering annual property taxes. St. Christopher House should 
therefore look into ways of helping residents manage their assets. 
 
Finally and most interestingly, Portuguese is no longer among the top ten nationalities of recent 
immigration, though it still makes up more than 40% of the 2001 ethnic composition. Chinese newcomers 
now make up 50% of the new immigrants arriving to the area. This changing ethnic make-up in Little 
Portugal suggests the need for new services from St. Christopher House to help newcomers from China 
adjust to Canada, both linguistically and culturally. 
 
 
South Parkdale 
 
The most striking characteristic of South Parkdale is its large population, which is greater than any other 
neighbourhood within the St. Christopher House study area. South Parkdale has the highest density of all 
the neighbourhoods as well. Additionally, only 7% of the residents are homeowners.  
 
The recent immigrant population is also larger than that in any other neighbourhood. More than 34% of 
those moving to the St. Christopher study area settle in South Parkdale. Considering these statistics and 
South Parkdale’s 10% unemployment rate, higher than any other neighbourhood, South Parkdale 



COMMUNITY PROFILE   33 

residents will continue to require services provided by SCH. When undergoing program changes, SCH 
should continue to provide the same level of service in South Parkdale as they are presently. However, 
SCH also needs to address the changing immigrant population in this neighbourhood, and the different 
language services they may require. 
 
 
Trinity-Bellwoods 
 
Similar to Little Portugal, Trinity-Bellwoods has a large population aged 65 years and older. St. 
Christopher House needs to consider this when determining the types of services provided in this 
neighbourhood.  
 
Trinity-Bellwoods also has the highest percentage of residents without knowledge of Canada’s official 
languages, with the most widely spoken unofficial languages being Portuguese and Chinese. SCH should 
consider these variables when revising their services in this area.  
 
Trinity-Bellwoods residents also had the smallest increase in the number of individuals with post-
secondary education when compared to the other neighbourhoods in the SCH study area. Furthermore, 
this neighbourhood had the largest amount of residents with a grade 9 education or lower. However, 
average household income increased between the two census periods and was higher than the average 
for the entire St. Christopher House area. This area may therefore benefit more from high school 
equivalency programs and non-scholastic activities such as art, sport, and recreational after school 
activities.  
 
 
Niagara  
 
Residents in Niagara are younger and more affluent than residents in other St. Christopher House 
neighbourhoods. More than 50% of the individuals moving to Niagara are between the ages of 25 and 39 
years old. As well, there was a large increase of individuals earning in excess of $60,000.  
 
Niagara’s rate of unemployment was cut in half to 5.4 % between 1996 and 2001. This rate is lower than 
the other neighbourhoods in the SCH catchment area, and is also lower than the average rate in the City 
of Toronto. This neighbourhood also contains the best-educated population in the catchment area. Not 
only do high numbers of post-secondary educated persons live here, but trade and high school diplomas 
were also on the rise. At the same time, Chinese is replacing Portuguese as the dominant immigrant 
group.  
 
St. Christopher House should tap into this pool of highly educated and affluent residents by encouraging 
them to volunteer. Fundraising, mentoring, and networking are just a few of the services Niagara 
residents could help provide. St. Christopher House should also be mindful of the changing immigrant 
population when determining the right mix of language and cultural classes. Chinese and Indian 
newcomers are moving to Niagara replacing the Portuguese immigrants who traditionally moved into this 
neighbourhood. 
 
For more information about Niagara, please refer to Appendix E later in this report. 
 
 
Roncesvalles 
 
Like Little Portugal and Trinity-Bellwoods, the population in Roncesvalles has a large population over 
people 65 years old and a lower proportion of youth. Most likely, the demand in Roncesvalles for youth-
related services will be low, while there will be higher demand for services to aid the elderly.  
 
Although people in the community are working in different types of jobs in 2001 than they were in 1996, 
traditional forms of employment are still important. The largest industry share in 2001 still belonged to 
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manufacturing, while the industry share for Sales & Service, Industry & Utility, Trade & Transport, and 
Health sectors all decreased. Education levels also increased between the two census years. 
 
In this conventionally Polish neighbourhood, the amount of people speaking Polish decreased even 
though it still remained the most widely spoken unofficial language. The number of Chinese speakers 
along with the number of recent immigrants from India has greatly increased since 1996. As in other 
neighbourhoods, St. Christopher House should take note of the change in immigration when offering 
language and cultural adaptation classes.  
 
 
Palmerston-Little Italy 
 
The population of Palmerston-Little Italy is declining, indicating that there may be a need for fewer 
services than previously offered in this neighbourhood. Many residents in this neighbourhood were over 
the age of 65 and the average number of children per household was declining. This demonstrates that 
this neighbourhood requires fewer child-oriented services, and more services geared towards its aging 
population.  
 
Like many of the other neighbourhoods in the SCH study area, this neighbourhood has a growing 
Chinese population. Services in this area will need to address the growing amount of Mandarin and 
Cantonese speakers. Despite this growing Chinese population though, there is still a large proportion of 
the neighbourhood who are Portuguese speaking. St. Christopher House will have to tailor services and 
programs to both groups. Additionally, post secondary educated people were increasing, while there was 
a decrease in the number of residents with a grade 9 education or lower. Like many of the 
neighbourhoods in the SCH study area, Palmerston-Little Italy has undergone some positive changes, 
such as increasing incomes and increasing levels of education. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
 
The neighbourhoods served by St. Christopher House have undergone numerous changes. Across the 
area, levels of education and incomes are rising. There has also been a decrease throughout the study 
area in the share of traditional areas of employment, such as manufacturing and construction, and an 
increase in the share of cultural industries.  
 
Despite these positive changes, two neighbourhoods lag behind the area as a whole – South Parkdale 
and Little Portugal. These areas have not had the same level of income increase and still have lower 
educational attainments. These two neighbourhoods merit special attention from St. Christopher House, 
and are areas that require more outreach and support programs. 
 
The Niagara neighbourhood has undergone significant changes. The population has exploded and 
incomes this area are the highest among the entire catchment area. The levels of education attained are 
also highest in Niagara. As mentioned previously, St. Christopher House could use this to their advantage 
by encouraging residents from this neighbourhood to share their skills with other residents.  
 
In many ways, the neighbourhoods that make up the St. Christopher community can be divided into three 
categories: 
 
1. Niagara is the most successful neighbourhood, and does not require the same level of service from 

social agencies. 
 
2. Little Portugal and South Parkdale have shown the least amount of positive change and are the 

communities that demonstrate the greatest need for services provided by SCH and other agencies. 
 
3. Between these two extremes are Roncesvalles, Dufferin Grove, Palmerston-Little Italy and Trinity-

Bellwoods. These neighbourhoods have all undergone positive change since 1996 and have shown 
some improvement in terms of income, education levels and industry share. Nonetheless, these 
neighbourhoods still require those services provided by SCH in order to further improve the state of 
these neighbourhoods. The aging population in these neighbourhoods should be of special concern 
to SCH staff.  

 
The cultural make-up of the SCH population is slowly shifting. There has been a decline in the number of 
European immigrants and a rise in immigration from Asia, particularly from China. This shifting 
immigration pattern requires attention from St. Christopher House. The staff available must be able to 
service these newcomers in their mother tongues, while providing English as a Second Language training 
and support services to help recent immigrants adjust to Canadian culture. Despite this changing cultural 
make-up, those of Portuguese decent are still the dominant cultural group in the area. The data also 
demonstrates that the Portuguese are an aging population – special services may need to be provided to 
help these seniors and to ensure that they remain active in community life. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
Despite general improvements in the study area giving individuals greater independence and confidence, 
St. Christopher House continues to play an important role in connecting the community. Divergent trends 
mean that certain neighbourhoods, such as Little Portugal and South Parkdale, require specific services 
more than others. However, every neighbourhood can benefit in some way from continued philanthropic 
efforts.7 The project team has developed the following recommendations for SCH to maintain and 
enhance their effectiveness: 
 
• Changing immigration patterns point to the need for programs to help newcomers adjust to Canadian 

culture. New immigrants may or may not have knowledge of English, and ESL classes may no longer 
need to be the predominant form of immigrant settlement 

 
• Due to the declining population of children and growing elderly population, early childhood education 

programs should be reduced with greater emphasis placed on aiding seniors 
 
• Aging populations require special services to keep them engaged in the community. This may be 

especially critical as the locus of specific ethnic populations migrate to other areas of the city. As they 
do so, elderly members of the community remain in the SCH catchment area while subsequent 
generations of the community move farther afield. St. Christopher might help by creatively bridging 
this distance 

 
• Neighbourhoods with lower levels of education, such as Little Portugal, require high school 

equivalency programs, and programs targeted to youth to keep them in school and learning 
 
• A senior citizen-high school student assistance program could be developed to help seniors age in 

place and engage students in their communities 
 
• The prosperity of Niagara should be viewed as an asset to the region and volunteers culled from the 

neighbourhood to further SCH programs 
 
• In lower income neighbourhoods, specifically Little Portugal and South Parkdale, skills-building 

programs need to be maintained and effort undertaken to bring vulnerable populations in contact with 
these programs 

 
• There is a danger of polarization within the community between ‘haves’ and ‘have-nots’. SCH should 

develop programs that encourage mixing among different cultural, immigrant, and income groups in 
informal settings 

 
The above represents only the beginning of a more in depth discussion concerning service provision and 
should be further evaluated by SCH staff. The key learning from this discussion is that the services 
provided by SCH are important and are still needed within their community. To an outsider, it may seem 
that the area is improving and becoming more gentrified. While this is certainly a factor to be considered 
by SCH, the data examined demonstrates that there is still a strong need for services provided by SCH. 
The services provided may require adjustment due to a changing population. However, the role of SCH in 
this area is still very relevant. 
 

                                                 
7 These are made without a full comprehension of the St. Christopher House budget, and are intended as 
guidelines and points for further analysis for SCH staff. 
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APPENDIX A – MAP OF SCH NEIGHBOURHOODS BY 2001 CENSUS BOUNDARIES 
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APPENDIX B – AVERAGE INDIVIDUAL INCOME, 2001 
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APPENDIX C – PORTUGUESE MOTHER-TONGUE, 2001 
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APPENDIX D – CHINESE MOTHER-TONGUE, 2001 
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APPENDIX E – DETAILED NIAGARA ANALYSIS 
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NIAGARA ANALYSIS 
 
 
Niagara is distinct in the St. Christopher House catchment area, and is a bellwether for change for the 
whole district. It is the epicenter of growth, driven by young professionals choosing an urban lifestyle. 
Although the neighbourhood is often interpreted as gentrifying, it is best to think of Niagara as a nascent 
residential community. Gentrification implies displacement, however plenty of available brownfield sites in 
this district are being used for new residential construction. The reformed economic base and deregulated 
zoning is also leading to conversions of old industrial buildings for residences. Hence, as young, well-
educated newcomers move in, the established residents are not under as much pressure to move. 
Displacing gentrification would be more worrisome if new residential development was not satisfying the 
demand for housing. 
 
Population 
 

A quickly rising 
population is the key 
indicator of Niagara’s 
distinctiveness. The first 
graph shows a clear 
break in the 1996-2001 
period, when the district 
began to add residents 
at nearly 8 times the 
city’s growth rate. The 
second graph shows 
60% of the newcomers 
are between the ages of 
25 and 39, and this 
cohort represented 50% 
of the population in 2001. 
Population growth in the 
inter-census period put 
Niagara on par with the 
prevailing population 
density in the catchment 
area. At  the outset of 
growth, density was 30% 
lower. 
 
The pattern of growth is 
evidence that young 
people are revising their 
parents’ preference for 
suburban living. After 
1996, Niagara clearly 
emerges as a favorite 
residential destination. Its 

similarity and proximity to other sub-neighbourhoods within the study area points to the same trends 
affecting the wider area. If that is the case, then the elasticity of residential supply of the sub-
neighbourhoods will influence residential rents, and play a significant role in determining whether the 
catchment area can accommodate newcomers, while avoiding displacing gentrification at the same time. 
This supply elasticity partially depends on land-use regulations and public support for intensification. 
Therefore, to help needy groups, St. Christopher House should consider an advocacy campaign in 
support of flexible residential development. 
 

Annualized Populat ion Growth, 91-96 & 96-01 (%)
Source: Stat ist ics Canada; 1996, 2001 Census
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Income 
 
Most of the newcomers have moderate to well-paying jobs. Between 1996 and 2001, the increase of 
individuals earning in excess of $60,000 (an open-ended range) was almost one-to-one with the increase 
of people earning $10,000 to $60,000. At the same time, the number of people in the lowest income 
brackets declined somewhat. Hence, the income distribution is skewing towards the upper-income range. 
A weakness of the census is the relatively conservative high individual income cut-off of $60,000. In 
Toronto this level of income is not ‘high’ at all. More detailed data was not available to the study team. 
 
Despite rising incomes 
across the catchment 
area,  the income gap 
between Niagara and the 
other sub-districts is 
widening. Between 1996 
and 2001, both individual 
and household income 
grew 4% faster in 
Niagara than the 
catchment area average 
growth rate. At the end of 
the period, one-fifth of 
Niagara residents were 
earning more than 
$60,000, and one-third 
were earning more 
$40,000. However, at the 
other end of the scale, 
17% were earning below 
$10,000 – still a 
substantial proportion. 
 
Thus, while the income 
profile of Niagara 
improves, less well-off 
residents are still a 
concern; there is a 
continuing role for St. 
Christopher House. The 
addition of wealthier 
residents is helping to 
produce a more varied 
social environment, which is usually thought preferable to exclusively poor enclaves. St. Christopher 
House should think of the growing population as an additional resource, whose knowledge and 
connections can be publicized if tapped creatively. 
 

Niagara - Proport ional Income Distribut ion, 1996 vs. 2001 (%)
Source: Statist ics Canada; 1996, 2001 Census
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Employment 
 
The census data available is tallied by place-of-residence. Even though the economic restructuring of the 
early 1990s ravaged Niagara, leaving behind tattered factories and polluted land, it left a district more 
ready than most to accommodate future-oriented, knowledge-based industries. It seems that business 
owners and employees of such industries prefer an urban lifestyle, and desire work and home to be in 
close proximity. Therefore, place-of-residence employment data is appropriate for present analytical 
purposes. 
 

The proportional 
occupational change 
graph shows white collar 
jobs in natural sciences 
and business gaining 
share at the expense of 
traditional jobs in 
industry and trade. While 
the traditional jobs are 
sometimes well-paying 
with substantial pension 
and other benefits, the 
changing structure of the 
economy has eroded job 
security in these fields. 
The newer occupations 
take advantage of 

Canada’s comparative advantage in knowledge-intensive industries and are more lucrative in terms of 
compensation and longevity. Therefore the new occupational composition puts Niagara on more stable 
economic ground. 

 
In terms of simple 
growth, all occupations 
added workers during 
the inter-census period. 
Even though Niagara’s 
population grew quickly 
and the labour force 
participation rate rose as 
well, job growth kept 
pace. By 2001, Niagara’s 
rate of unemployment 
was cut in half to only 
5.4%, and was one of 
only two neighbourhoods 
in the St. Christopher 
House catchment area to 

experience unemployment below the city’s average rate. The largest increase in jobs occurred in 
Business occupations and the smallest in Trades. The strength of the economy was benefiting all classes 
in Niagara, albeit unevenly. Everyone was better off in 2001 than 1996, but some more better than others. 
 
Comparisons of industry data between 1996 and 2001 are tricky, due to a change in classification 
system. Hence, only the most current information is analyzed here. Most important insights can be 
inferred from looking at the 2001 data in tandem with changes in the occupation data. The five most 
important industries where Niagara residents work reveal individuals associated with the old and new 
economies coexisting. Most prevalent is Professional Services, followed by Trade (Retail and Wholesale), 
FIRE (Finance, Insurance & Real Estate), Information & Culture, and Manufacturing. The relatively fast 

Niagara - Proport ional Occupat ional Change, 1996-2001 (%)
Source: Stat ist ics Canada; 1996, 2001 Census

-12.0 -10.0 -8.0 -6.0 -4.0 -2.0 0.0 2.0 4.0 6.0 8.0 10.0 12.0

Business

Natural Science

Health

Social Science

Culture & Sport

Sales & Service

Trades & Transport

Industry & Utilit ies

Niagara - Occupat ional Change, 1996-2001 (# )
Source: Stat ist ics Canada; 1996, 2001 Census

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

Business Natural
Science

Health Social Science Culture &
Sport

Sales &
Service

Trades &
Transport

Industry &
Utilit ies



COMMUNITY PROFILE   46 

growth of Business occupations likely points to above-average growth in Professional Services, FIRE, 
and Management industries. Medium growth in Natural Sciences and Culture & Sport occupations 
indicates medium growth in Health & Social Care and Information & Culture industries. Finally, slow 
growth in Sales, Trades and Industry occupations alludes to stable blue and ‘grey’ collar industries such 
as Manufacturing, Transportation and Trade. Growth in occupations across all categories indicates job 
growth is likely stable to advancing in most industries. 
 
While the proportional composition of Niagara’s economy is changing, there is thin evidence that any one 
group is gaining at the expense of others. There are differentials of advancement to be sure, but the 
overall effect is a more wealthy population and a happier social climate. St. Christopher House has 
potential opportunities because Niagara’s new residents, preferring nearby workplaces, attract 
knowledge-savvy employers into the district with diverse needs. The changing Niagara economy also 
presents a more secure foundation for the neighbourhood. These changes should be interpreted as 
additional resources for St. Christopher House. 
 
Education 
 
Given the knowledge-
intensive character of 
economic change in 
Niagara, it is not 
surprising that the 
educational attainment of 
its residents is rising. As 
young professional types 
move in, most of whom 
work in occupations and 
industries where a 
university or college 
degree is a necessity, 
one would expect a 
positive change in the 
relevant statistics. And, 
of course, college and 
university attainment is seen to rise between 1996 and 2001. 
 
What is especially interesting, however, is the size of the increase in attainment of Trade Certificates or 
Diplomas (such as High School Equivalencies). What is likely occurring is the upgrading of skills of the 
existing residents. As the first graph shows, this pattern is more strongly represented in Niagara than the 
catchment area. Similarly, better-educated individuals are a larger proportion, and less-educated 
individuals a smaller proportion in Niagara than the catchment area in 2001. 
 

Change in Educat ional At tainment 1996-2001 (%)
Source: Statist ics Canada; 1996, 2001
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The pool of well-
educated individuals is a 
magnet for employers. 
The skills they embody 
could be an educational 
resource, and potential 
new employers also 
have needs for less 
skilled staff in support 
positions. The higher and 
more secure incomes 
associated with higher 
education levels are 
another potential 
resource. If one believes 
that education has the 
characteristics of a public 
good, and it holds that new Niagara residents are not displacing established ones, then the growing pool 
of well-educated residents is a substantial public benefit for the existing population. It is left for 
neighbourhood organizations such as St. Christopher House to realize these potential public benefits. 
 
Ethnicity, Immigration, and Language 
 

Toronto has been 
accumulating immigrants 
for many decades, and 
the St. Christopher 
House catchment area 
continues to play an 
important role in the 
settlement process. One 
of the main ethnic 
groups, Portuguese, is 
now well-established in 
Toronto, and the group is 
well into its own sub-
process of migrating 
from its traditional local 
base, just as Italians, 
Jews and other groups 

have done in Toronto’s history. As Portuguese leave, Chinese and South Asian immigrants are arriving in 
large numbers behind them. Thus, the census confirms a known challenge for St. Christopher House: the 
provision of services for a changing mix of new immigrants. 
 

Educational At tainment Prof ile, 2001 (%)
Source: Stat ist ics Canada; 2001 Cenus
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Niagara - Composit ion of  Recent Immirgrants, 2001 (# )
Source: Stat ist ics Canada; 2001 Census
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Other than ‘Canadian’ 
and ‘English’, the two 
most popular ethnic 
identities selected by 
Niagara residents on the 
2001 census were 
‘Portuguese’ and 
‘Chinese’. However, this 
snapshot hides a 
dramatic change 
occurring. The most 
important source by far 
of new immigrants to the 
district is China, and 
Portugal did not even 
make the list. (Recent 
immigrants are defined 

as those who arrived during the inter-census period.) Likewise, other than English, Portuguese and 
Chinese are the two most popular languages spoken in Niagara. However, between 1996 and 2001, 
Portuguese was the most rapidly declining language while Chinese was the fastest growing. For every 
Portuguese by mother-tongue who left Niagara, five Chinese (including both Cantonese and Mandarin) 
speakers arrived. In all, Chinese compose half of all new immigrants to Niagara, and the next most 
popular source is India, which supplied 15% of new immigrants. 
 
Niagara is differentiated from the catchment area on several fronts. While immigrants comprise 45% of 
Niagara’s population, that figure is 8% lower than the catchment area. Of the general population, a 
greater proportion of Niagara residents than any other neighbourhood are second-generation or greater 
(excepting LIBEX, which has a very small base). Finally, Niagara tends to attract younger immigrants than 
the catchment area. 

 
The nature of 
multiethnicity in Toronto 
is changing. The role of 
the suburbs in the 
process of immigrant 
settlement is becoming 
well-established. Many 
new immigrants are 
arriving with advanced 
educations in 
knowledge-intensive 
fields. The expectations 
of immigrants are less 
focused on creating a 
better life for their 
children, and more 
focused on achieving 

immediate success. In many ways, the goals of the more recent immigrants parallel the goals of the local 
new arrivals in Niagara. St. Christopher House should understand these parallels, and think creatively 
about bridging them when reviewing and revising their menu of services. Creating connections with 
compatriot immigrant enclaves in the suburbs could be another avenue for St. Christopher House to 
pursue. 
 
Dwellings 
 

Niagara - Composit ion of  Non-English Language Groups, 2001 (Population >100 People, # )
Source: Stat ist ics Canada; 2001 Census
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Niagara’s secret weapon 
is residential 
development. The 
provision of additional 
residential square feet is 
taking pressure off 
property values and 
rents on existing 
structures, thus helping 
existing tenants stay put. 
The bottom-line result is 
growing social diversity 
and an expanding base 
of public capital, such as 
the pool of well-educated 
workers in close 
proximity to existing 
residents. 
 
The first graph shows 
nearly 60% of the 
housing stock in Niagara 
was constructed since 
1981, whereas a majority 
of dwellings in the 
general catchment area 
date prior to 1946. 
Residential form in 
Niagara is also more 
dense. Only 7% of 
dwellings are detached 
houses and 17% are row 
houses. In the catchment 
area, the corresponding 
figures are 31% and 9%, 
respectively. 
Furthermore, more than half of residential dwellings in Niagara are highrise apartments, whereas less 
than one-third of residential buildings in the catchment area fall into this category. Therefore, despite the 
recent attainment of near equality in population density between Niagara and the catchment area, 
Niagara’s housing market is adapting well to the influx, and it could potentially accommodate greater 
densities than the rest of the study area. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Niagara is a very popular place to live, and is experiencing an influx of new residents – from across the 
GTA and across the world. For the established residents, many of whom were and are categorized as 
low-income, the influx could have meant escalating rents and displacement. However, because Niagara 
contained and invented more room for new housing, the pressure of rising rents was mitigated somewhat. 
As long as additional residential space is added to meet the demand, new and old residents can live side-
by-side and benefit from each other’s presence. St. Christopher House should advocate for, and 
creatively utilize the dynamism of residential desirability to reinforce a balanced approach to 
neighbourhood building in Niagara. 

Dwelling Type (%)
Source: Stat ist ics Canada; 2001 Census
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APPENDIX F – DETAILED NEIGHBOURHOOD PROFILES 
 


