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Neighbourhood Income Polarization in Toronto: Census Tracts with a Persistent  
Increase or Decrease in Average Individual Income, 1970 to 2000 
 

The following maps and graphs show trends in average individual 
income by neighbourhood in the City of Toronto since 1970 and 
some of the characteristics of these neighbourhoods as of 2001. 
The first map shows trends in the individual income ratio for cen-
sus tracts, using the Census years 1971, 1981, 1991, 1996 and 
2001. In all cases, income is for the calendar year preceding the 
census. The ratio is the average individual income of the residents 
of the census tract, divided by the average individual income for all 
residents of the Census Metropolitan Area (CMA). A ratio of 1.0 
means that that the census tract has the same average individual 
income as the Toronto CMA. The City and the CMA average indi-
vidual income is about the same. 
A persistent increase in the individual income ratio is defined as an 
increase of any amount in the census tract income ratio for every 
time period. A persistent decrease is defined as a decrease of any 
amount in the census tract income ratio for every time period. The 
map therefore shows the long-term direction of income change 

rather than the amount of change. The unshaded tracts on the map 
are those in which the individual income ratio rose in some periods 
and fell in others.  
The additional maps and graphs that follow compare the groups of 
neighbourhoods in terms of the following five categories: 1) in-
come, employment and education; 2) immigrants and visible mi-
norities; 3) household size and family status; 4) renters and rented 
dwellings; and 5) Dwelling type, value and age. Neighbourhood 
income trends are both a cause and an effect of changes in these 
neighbourhood characteristics.  
For reference purposes the City of Toronto’s thirteen priority 
neighbourhoods and the Inclusive Neighbourhoods CURA study 
area are also shown on the maps. The graphs include the City’s 
priority neighbourhoods allowing a comparison of the characteris-
tics of this group of neighbourhoods with the other groups. Analysis 
and interpretation of these maps and graphs will be provided in 
subsequent CUCS research bulletins. 

Technical Notes 
 
Definition of individual income in the census: Individual income has been defined in the 
census since 1971 as the total income from all sources earned by individuals 15 years 
and over during the previous calendar year.  Sources of income include wages and sala-
ries from employment, government social assistance, pensions, investment returns, and 
other monetary earnings. 
Changes in census tract boundaries. Census tracts have from 2,000 to 6,000 people. As 
population increases, census tracts are subdivided (one census tract becomes two or 
more). We mapped individual income data using 2001 census tract boundaries rather than 
the larger 1971 boundaries to show more detail, since there were more census tracts in 
2001 than there were in 1971. Census tract changes mainly affect the inner suburbs of the 

City (generally the northern parts of Etobicoke, North York, and Scarborough). We show 
the subdivision of some large census tracts in the decades before 2001, assuming that 
the new subdivided tracts would have the same average individual income. This may not 
be the case, but we have no way of knowing. This introduces a small measure of impreci-
sion in the year the census tract was divided, but does not affect the overall view of the 
general trends in the City. 
Source of the income data: In the Canadian Census, income data come from a 20% sam-
ple of the population, that is, the one in every five households that fill out the long form in 
which income is reported. The brief exception to this was the 1971 census, when a one in 
three (33%) sample was used. 
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Persistence of Individual Income Trends, 1971 to 2001
Census Tracts, City of Toronto
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The average individual income ratio (individuals
15 years and over from all sources) is the
Census Tract average divided by the 
the Toronto Census Metropolitan Area (CMA)
average in each Census year. The graph 
shows over time the average individual 
income for the census tracts in the City of 
Toronto which show a persistent increase or 
decrease in income compared to the 
overall CMA average of 1.0.

Note: income in the Census is the total earnings
for the previous calendar year.




