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INTRODUCTION

“The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to an
adequate standard of living for himself [sic] and his [sic] family, including adequate
food, clothing and housing, and to the continuous improvement of living condi-
tions. The States Parties will take appropriate steps to ensure the realization of
this right, recognizing to this effect the essential importance of international co-
operation based on free consent.”
 – Article 11, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,

adopted by the United Nations in 1966, entry into force in 1976.

In June 2004 about three hundred housing researchers from forty countries
gathered in Toronto for a four-day conference on the theme of adequate and
affordable housing for all. The Centre for Urban and Community Studies, Uni-
versity of Toronto, together with faculty and graduate students from Toronto-
area universities and staff from local government housing agencies, hosted the
conference under the auspices of the International Sociological Association’s
Research Committee on Housing and the Built Environment.

In 2004 the Centre for Urban and Community Studies celebrates its 40th
year as the University of Toronto’s home for inter-departmental and multidisci-
plinary research on urban affairs, housing, and community development. The
decision to host the conference is part of the Centre’s long tradition of contrib-
uting to scholarship and its dissemination. 

The International Sociological Association (ISA)

The ISA is an international non-profit social science association established in
1949 under the auspices of UNESCO to represent social scientists everywhere,
regardless of their school of thought, scientific approaches, or ideological opin-
ion, and to advance knowledge on social issues throughout the world. Its mem-
bers come from 109 countries.

The ISA is a member of the International Social Science Council and enjoys
the status of a Non-Governmental Organization in formal associate relations
with UNESCO and special consultative status with the Economic and Social
Council of the United Nations. 
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The on-going scientific activities of the ISA are decentralized in Research
Committees, Working Groups and Thematic Groups, each dealing with a well
recognized specialty. These groups bring together scholars who wish to pursue
comparative research on a transnational basis and they constitute basic net-
works of scientific research, intellectual debate, and professional exchange.

Housing and the Built Environment, ISA Research Committee 43

The working group on Housing and the Built Environment was established as
an international association in 1978 to provide a forum for promoting research
and communication among housing researchers. In 1990 it became a formal
Research Committee of the ISA, RC43 on Housing and the Built Environment.
It sponsors biennial international conferences and also smaller regional meet-
ings. Past venues include Amsterdam, Paris, Hamburg, Prague, Montréal,
Beijing, Nairobi, Budapest, and Alexandria (USA). 

Members come from an array of disciplines and professional schools includ-
ing sociology, geography, political science, economics, planning, social work,
law, and public policy. Membership is global, covering every continent and
more than 30 countries. Contacts between group members have led to mutual
visits, guest lectures, and collaboration in research and practice.

The objectives of RC43 are:

• To create an international community among scholars in the field of hous-
ing and the built environment;

• To promote the development of social science theory and research on
housing and the built environment; 

• To contribute to informed decisions regarding intervention in and inven-
tion of housing and the built environments supportive of human needs.

2004 Conference Theme

“We reaffirm our commitment to the full and progressive realization of the right to
adequate housing as provided for in international instruments. To that end, we
shall seek the active participation of our public, private and non-governmental
partners at all levels to ensure legal security of tenure, protection from discrimina-
tion and equal access to affordable, adequate housing for all persons and their fam-
ilies.” 

– from Istanbul Declaration on Human Settlements, 1996.
www.unhabitat.org/declarations/ist-dec.htm
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“Current rates of population growth and urban-rural migration, particularly in
developing countries, have serious impacts on living conditions in human settle-
ments. By the beginning of the third millennium, it is estimated that 1.1 billion peo-
ple live in inadequate housing conditions in urban areas alone. In many cities of
developing countries, more than half of the population live in informal settlements,
without security of tenure and in conditions that can be described as life and health
threatening. Among an estimated 100 million homeless people around the world,
available data suggest that increasing proportions are women and children.”

from United Nations Housing Rights Program. 
www.unhabitat.org/programmes/housingrights/

“With a low national vacancy rate, the country’s largest urban centres are losing
affordable rental units at an alarming rate. Canada Mortgage and Housing Cor-
poration’s annual rental market survey shows rents also increasing, creating less
available and affordable low-cost rental housing in larger urban areas. The situa-
tion particularly affects the working poor and low-to-middle income earners. Every
day, hundreds more families face eviction and homelessness.” 

 from Final Report, Prime Minister’s Caucus Task Force on Urban Issues,
Ottawa, Canada, 2002. www.liberal.parl.gc.ca/urb/home_e.htm

As indicated by the quotations from the United Nations and the Final Report
of the Canadian Prime Minister’s report on urban issues, concerns about the
availability of adequate and affordable housing span the globe. It is now seven
years since the Istanbul Declaration on Human Settlements concerning the
right to adequate housing and it is appropriate to evaluate the progress that has
been made in securing “legal security of tenure, protection from discrimination,
and equal access to affordable and adequate housing for all persons and their
families.” It is around this theme that the conference was organized.

Under the broad theme of “adequate and affordable housing for all,” the
Centre for Urban and Community Studies and the Research Committee on
Housing and the Built Environment invited researchers, policy makers, and
practitioners to meet in Toronto in June 2004 to share and discuss their recent
research and experience concerning these issues.

The issues, of course, are not new. The role of social research in housing anal-
ysis was clearly identified by the gifted American sociologist Louis Wirth in
1947 (see inset on page xi). More than a half century ago, Wirth lamented the
lack of knowledge about “housing as a social problem” and the need to dis-
cover “the housing ambitions of people and the manner in which and the
degree to which these ambitions are frustrated among different economic and
social groups in our society.” Progress in researching these issues has been
made since Wirth’s essay in 1947, partially due to the stimulus of the Research
Committee on Housing and the Built Environment. Much remains to be
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explored, however, and international conferences like this one provide a venue
for networking, sharing, and discussing methods and findings.

The Presentations and Abstracts

The presentations ranged widely across a variety of themes and regions of the
world. This is not surprising given that housing scholars and practitioners have
diverse educational backgrounds and experiences. In addition, housing research
and policy analysis draw on many disciplines. To make progress on adequately
housing all people requires an improved knowledge of the macro context in
which housing is located as well as the ability to make specific contributions at
the community, group, and individual household levels.

In this book you will find close to three hundred abstracts organized into
thematic areas. These abstracts represent the current research initiatives of
scholars from about forty countries. 

J. David Hulchanski
Robert A. Murdie
Philippa Campsie
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Housing as a Value, Louis Wirth, 1947

In housing, as in the study of other
social phenomena, it may be well to
start with the central question of the
social values involved….Everyone in
our society is concerned with the real-
ization of this value, and the quest for
the achievement of this value by each
affects the similar quest by all the oth-
ers.

Considering the fundamental
importance of the question of values, it
is rather shocking to find how little we
know about the various ways in which
housing as a social value has been
defined by different civilizations and
by different groups in society. The con-
tent of this value ranges all the way
from the quest for basic shelter to the
striving to achieve residential accom-
modations with varying degrees of lux-
ury, various amenities of life, status-
giving qualities and other characteris-
tics, such as the location of the home,
the materials out of which it is to be
built, the style of architecture, the
nature of the furnishings and equip-
ment, the nature of the community in
which it is located and the characteris-
tics of one’s neighbors.

Surely we cannot proceed far in the
analysis of housing as a social problem
until we know more than we now do
about the nature and the extent to
which people’s desires and expectations
in respect to housing are realized or
frustrated. After all, social problems
arise only where there is some devia-
tion from a norm or some conflict of

values, or maladjustment in the effort
to achieve these values, which affects a
greater or lesser number in society
adversely. We experience no feeling of
frustration if there is no ambition of
which we become aware and in the sat-
isfaction of which we find ourselves
blocked. The mere deviation from
accepted norms or the frustrations of
our desires, however, do not constitute
a social problem unless at the same
time there is a recognition that the ends
sought are achievable and the means
for achieving them exist or can be
brought into being.

One of the ways in which we can
approach the subject of housing, there-
fore, is to attempt to discover the spe-
cific content of the value it constitutes
for different individuals and groups in
our society. This can obviously not be
judged merely by the kind of housing
that people have, for the kind of hous-
ing they have is clearly restricted by
other factors than merely their ambi-
tions and desires or the pictures they
carry around in their heads of the
housing they would like to have, or the
kind of housing that is possible in our
present state of technological advance-
ment. Fruitful housing research, there-
fore, might be devoted to the discovery
of the housing ambitions of people and
the manner in which and the degree to
which these ambitions are frustrated
among different economic and social
groups in our society.

– from Louis Wirth, “Housing as a Field of Sociological Research,” American Socio-
logical Review, 12(2), 1947, 137-138.
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RC43 Website
ISA’s website for RC43 is www.ucm.es/info/isa/rc43.htm. The RC43 website is 
under construction, at http://www.colorado.edu/research/rc43/home.html

RC43 Listserv
Research Committee 43 has begun a listserv where members can read and post 
information on housing, including job openings, request for information, news 
on upcoming events, recent publications, etc. To join the list, send email to: 
rc_43-request@csc.canterbury.ac.nz with the message: subscribe rc_43 in the 
message area. 

RC43 Newsletter
The membership newsletter, Housing Notes, is published twice a year.
Newsletter editor: Mara Sidney
Rutgers University, Department of Political Science, Hill Hall, Newark, New 
Jersey 07102 U.S.A
Phone: 973-353-5787 Fax: 973-353-5103; Email: msidney@andromeda.rut-
gers.edu

RC43 Membership
Dues for four years: Regular US$ 40; Category B countries US$ 30; Category 
C countries & students US$ 20. Plus ISA membership dues. Contact the Inter-
national Sociological Association for membership registration and payment. 
http://www.ucm.es/info/isa/memb_i/index.htm 

_____________________

Research Committee 43 on Housing and the Built Environment
www.ucm.es/info/isa/rc43.htm

International Sociological Association
www.ucm.es/info/isa/

European Network for Housing Research
www.enhr.ibf.uu.se/

Asia-Pacific Network for Housing Research
http://web.hku.hk/%7Eapnhr/
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