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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

 
I have the honor to be selected as President of RC43, 
succeeding Willem Van Vliet. On behalf of its members, I want 
to thank Willem for all his past work on behalf of RC43. 
Agreeing to continue to serve another term as members of the 
RC43 board are: Michael Bounds (Australia), Flavio de Souza 
(Brazil), David Hulchanski (Canada), Ted Koebel (USA), Mara 
Sidney (USA), and Janet Smith (USA). Ken Gibb (UK) has 
agreed to join the board. Wim Blauw (Netherlands) and Alan 
Murie (UK) have stepped down; thanks to them for their past 
service. Thanks also to Anirban Pal for editing Housing Notes 
and to David Hulchanski for maintaining the RC43 website. 
 
My immediate concern is to expand RC43’s membership. Please 
join me in recruiting your colleagues who have an interest in 
housing and the built environment. I am also looking at the 
possibilities for a future RC43 conference. I hope to be able to 
see many of you at future conferences. In the meantime, if you 
have any suggestions for RC43 activities, please contact me: 
dennis@urban.csuohio.edu 
 

Dennis Keating  
Levin College of Urban Affairs  

Cleveland State University, Cleveland, Ohio, USA   
 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

XXI Aesop Conference 
Napoli, Italy, July 11-14, 2007 
 
Starting from December 1st, the call for abstracts and all other 
information about the forthcoming Aesop Conference and 
related PhD workshop are available on the Conference’s official 
web site, www.aesop2007napoli.it. 
 
Abstract submission will be open till February 28. 
The conference’s main theme, this year, is "Planning for the risk 
society". 

   

The Asia-Pacific Network for Housing Research 
(APNHR) Conference 2007 
The Korean Housing Association (KHA) and the Korea 
National Housing Corporation (KNHC) announce a CALL 
FOR PAPERS for the presentations at the APNHR Conference 
2007. 
 
Conference title: Transformations in Housing, Urban Life, and 
Public Policy 
Venue: Seoul National University, Seoul, South Korea 
Date: 30 August - 1 September 2007 
 
Details of the conference and a conference poster are provided 
at <http://www.apnhr2007.or.kr/>. The deadline for abstract 
submission is 31 January 2007. 
 
 
 
 

OTHER EVENTS 
 
12 December 2006, Brussels, Belgium 
NICHES seminar on urban transport  
The seminar is part of the NICHES project (New and 
Innovative Concepts for Helping European transport 
Sustainability) and is organized by POLIS (the network of 
European municipalities promoting better public transport), 
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together with the Council of European Municipalities and 
Regions (CEMR) and the Committee of the Regions. 
http://www.niches-transport.org/  
 
14-15 December 2006, Amsterdam, the Netherlands  
Incentives for housing production - Seminar   
This seminar is the follow-up of a study published at the end of 
July by the Development Corporation Amsterdam: ‘Incentives 
for Housing Production - 15 European cities compared’. 
http://www.oga.amsterdam.nl/  
 
25-26 January 2007, Brussels, Belgium 
Regional policy responses to demographic challenges  
The event hosted by European Commission's Regional Policy 
Directorate General will showcase examples of best practice in 
order to provide learning opportunities for Structural Funds 
managing authorities and others. 
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/demographicchallen
ge_jan07/programme_en.cfm?nmenu=4  
 
21-25 March 2007, Sevilla, Spain 
Spreading Sustainability - 5th European Conference on 
Sustainable Cities & Towns  
Sponsored by ICLEI 
http://www.sevilla2007.org/  
 
25-28 April 2007, Seattle, USA. 
Cities and Migration: Opportunities and Challenges  
The 37th Annual Meeting of the Urban Affairs Association 
(UAA). 
http://www.udel.edu/uaa/  
 
25-27 April 2007, Stuttgart, Germany 
2nd International Conference on Managing Urban Land  
Hosted by Revit & Cabernet. 
http://www.revit-cabernet.org/  
 
12-15 June 2006, Munich, Germany 
Velo-city 2007  
The theme of the 2007 Velo-city conference is “From Vision to 
Reality”. Aim of the conference is to promote the bicycle as an 
attractive and self-evident means of transport for daily and 
leisure travel. The conference is organized by the City and 
Traffic Planning Office of Aachen, North-Rhine Westfalia. 
http://www.velo-city2007.com/  
 
 
24-28 June 2007, Rotterdam, the Netherlands 
Sustainable Urban Areas - ENHR Conference  
The European Network for Housing Research (ENHR) and the 
OTB Research Institute for Housing, Urban and Mobility 
Studies organize this conference on Sustainable Urban Areas. 
http://www.enhr2007rotterdam.nl/home.htm  
 
30 August - 1 September 2007, Seoul, South Korea 
APNHR Conference 2007   
The theme for the 2007 conference is “Transformations in 
Housing, Urban Life, and Urban Policy.” 
http://www.apnhr2007.or.kr/  
 
23-26 September 2007, Copenhagen, Denmark  
Futures of Cities – 51st IFHP World Congress  
The theme of the 51st World Congress of the International 

Federation for Housing and Planning is Future of Cities: 
impacts, indicators, and implementations. 
http://www.ifhp2007copenhagen.dk/  
 

AWARDS 
 

COHRE Housing Rights Awards 2006 announced 
 
COHRE recently announced the winners of its 2006 Housing 
Rights Awards. 
 
Three Housing Rights Violator Awards went to Nigeria, the 
Philippines and Greece for serious housing rights violations 
committed over the past year. 
 
COHRE's Housing Rights Defender Award went to a group of 
7 Chinese housing rights activists for their courageous stand 
against forced evictions and land grabbing in that country. 
 
COHRE's Housing Rights Protector Award, made to a 
government or institution for a positive contribution to the 
implementation or protection of the right to housing, was not 
awarded in 2006 as no government or institution making such a 
contribution could be identified. 
 
More information on the 2006 Housing Rights Awards, 
including a full media kit and briefing materials, is available on 
COHRE's website: www.cohre.org. 
 
 

EUROCITIES rewards best city practices 
contributing to the knowledge economy 
 
On 22 November in Manchester, the cities of Bristol, 
Dortmund and Vienna received the three EUROCITIES 
Awards 2006 for outstanding achievements in the field of the 
knowledge economy. The Awards were presented during the 
opening of the EUROCITIES Conference & AGM 2006, which 
is centered on the theme of "Knowledge Cities: Villes du Futur". 
 
The EUROCITIES Awards 2006 honor projects implemented 
by members of the EUROCITIES network which have 
contributed to maximizing the social, economic and 
environmental benefits of the knowledge economy at the local 
level. The jury, chaired by Dr Cathy Garner, Chief Executive of 
the “Manchester: Knowledge Capital” initiative, had to choose 
among 32 projects submitted by EUROCITIES members. And 
the winners were...: 

• The city of Bristol, which won the EUROCITIES 
Award for Participation for its “Campaign Creator” 
project. Under the motto “Don’t complain... 
campaign”, this initiative has managed to substantially 
increase the level of citizen participation in civic and 
community life in Bristol, notably through the 
development of an online platform from which citizens 
can easily generate campaigning tools such as 
community websites and blogs, online petitions, email 
contact lists, etc. Since the launch of the initiative 
seven months ago, more than 280 community 
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campaigns have been started, using the tools made 
available by “Campaign Creator”. 

• The city of Dortmund, winner of the Award for 
Innovation for its “MST. factory dortmund” initiative, 
which consists of a competence centre and incubator 
for SMEs and start-ups operating in the field of micro- 
and nanotechnologies. By providing local 
entrepreneurs with the infrastructure they need during 
the start-up and growth phase of their companies, this 
project has shown how a city can consolidate its 
technology base and create valuable opportunities for 
its citizens. 

• The city of Vienna, which received the EUROCITIES 
Award for Cooperation for “EcoBusinessPlan 
Vienna”, an ambitious program aimed at helping 
companies implement environmentally-friendly, cost-
saving practices. The success of this wide-ranging 
initiative relies on a successful cooperation between the 
city’s authorities and various partner organizations (in 
particular bodies representing Vienna’s businesses), as 
it is crucial to convince companies that eco-friendliness 
can be combined with economic efficiency. Today, 
40% of Viennese companies with more than 100 
employees have adopted “EcoBusinessPlan Vienna”, 
showing that caring for the environment can be good 
for business. 

Source: EUROCITIES 

  

 
NEWS 

 

Special Economic Zone or Real Estate Zone?  
Nightmare for Farmers in India 
 
The recent move of the Commerce Ministry in India with its 
“noble” idea of creating foreign territories (under SEZ Act, 
2005) within India is meeting with a great resistance at least in 
Maharashtra, if not anywhere else as of now. The protest of 
Paddy farmers from Konkan and Potato farmers from 
Rajgurunagar in Pune District speaks the same language of 
strong discontentment with any discussion of giving away their 
only means of livelihood, the Land. More than 140 SEZ’s have 
been planned in country. 
 
 
FARMERS STRIFE AGAINST LAND ACQUISITION 
UNDER RELIANCE SEZ FOR GREATER MUMBAI 
 
On June 22, a few Mumbai-based Marathi newspapers carried 
the news of the demonstrations of hundreds of farmers against 
the acquisition of 10,120 hectare of agricultural land by the state 
government for a private conglomerate (Reliance Industries) for 
a Special Economic Zone (SEZ). The farmers in the obscure 
Pen tehsil in Raigad district Maharashtra took a strong protest 
rally of almost 4000 farmers against Reliance SEZ on June 21, 
that curbed by police baton-charge on the rally which was a 

response of stone throwing by some miscreants and damaging 
the property. Later it was found that out, that was not done by 
the protesting farmers.    
  
“The Reliance Company managed to create disturbance in the 
peaceful meeting of hundreds of farmers and our process of 
presenting objections to the Land Acquisition notices to the 
officials. The company is nervous about the growing resistance 
by the farmers for usurping their productive land and therefore 
trying to use the police to crush the movement" told Arun 
Shivkar, of Pen Panchkroshi Sheti Bachao Samiti (Pen area 
Committee for save the farmland). 
 
The villagers now know fully well they are pitted against the 
formidable adversary – the giant Reliance, which has just 
obtained 25,000 hectares land for its own SEZ in the states of 
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat and Maharashtra and even the 
so-called Left wing government of West Bengal. It is spreading 
its wings in textiles, power, contract farming, medicinal herbs, 
sugar industries and retail stores. They realize that the Company 
has enormous sway over the political, bureaucratic establishment 
and the media. This company has been given the largest SEZ in 
the 45 villages in Pen-Panvel-Uran area, in the name of the 
activities like manufacturing, trading, services, processing, 
logistics, repackaging, warehousing etc.  
  
"There is no question of increased compensation for the land – 
we just do not want to give our land to the Reliance," that was 
the spirit of the meeting held on June 24-25, hosted by the 
Samiti and the National Centre for Advocacy Studies (NCAS), at 
Bardawadi near Pen. The meeting, attended by various 
organizations in Konkan region along with the representatives 
of National Alliance of People’s Movements (NAPM), People's 
Political Front (PPF), and Shoshit Jan Andolan (Movement of 
the Oppressed People) resolved to intensify and widen the 
struggle against the SEZ, by involving the affected people in 
other parts of Maharashtra and India.  
  
This is one of the 27 approved SEZs in the state out of 53 
proposed, both by the private parties (13) and the Maharashtra 
Industrial Development Corporation (MIDC, 11). There are 
other 17 SEZs that are to be given approval (11 private and 7 
MIDC). These SEZs are part of the more than 140 SEZs that 
are earmarked in almost all the parts of the country. With this 
one stroke of SEZ Act, the corporate powers have cornered 
exemptions from almost every tax, while getting the services of 
water supply, electricity, usurping the natural resources, 
distorting the constitutional sovereignty of the people.    
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Banashree Banerjee. 

 

According to the Union government's handout, the 
SEZ is a specifically delineated duty free enclave and 
shall be deemed to be foreign territory for the purpose 
of trade operations, duties and tariffs. In 2000 the 
Government of India formulated the SEZ policy and 
in 2005 the SEZ Act was made. It came into force 
from February 10, 2006.
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NEW BOOKS 
 
There Is No Such Thing as a Natural Disaster: 
Race, Class and Hurricane Katrina. Edited by Chester 
Hartman and Gregory D. Squires, Routledge, August 2006, 
328 pages,  US$95 (hardbound) US$22.95 (paperback). 
There Is No Such Thing as a Natural Disaster is the first 
comprehensive critical book on the catastrophic impact of 
Hurricane Katrina on New Orleans. The disaster will go down 
on record as one of the worst in American history, not least 
because of the government’s inept and cavalier response. But it’s 
also a huge story for other reasons. The impact of the hurricane 
was uneven, and race and class were deeply implicated in the 
unevenness. It was not by accident that the poorest and blackest 
neighborhoods were the ones that were buried under water. 
Also, the response underscored the impoverishment of social 
policy — or what passes for it — in George W. Bush’s America. 
Finally, New Orleans is not just any place – it’s a great American 
city with a rich history. What happened there can tell us a great 
deal about the state of urban and regional planning in 
contemporary America. 
 

The Geography of Opportunity: Race and Housing Choice 
in Metropolitan America, By Xavier de Souza Briggs, 
Brookings Institution Press, July 2005, 353 pages, US$29.95 
(paperback). 

Equality begins at home—which is why the inequality of 
housing choices for racial minorities and low-income families is 
one of the most pressing issues facing American democracy 
today. This blockbuster book has analysts, advocates, and 
practitioners across the country talking about segregation: why it 
persists; how it undermines education, job prospects, health, and 
safety; and what can be done to end it. 

Housing Policy in the United States: An Introduction. By 
Alex F. Schwartz, Routledge, April 2006, 320 pages, 
US$33.95 

Housing Policy in the United States is an essential guidebook to 
and textbook for housing policy, and is written for students, 
practitioners, government officials, real estate developers, and 
policy analysts. It discusses the most important issues in the 
field, introduces key concepts and institutions, and examines the 
most important programs. Written as an introductory text, it 
explains all concepts, trends, and programs without jargon, and 
includes empirical data concerning program evaluations, 
government documents, and studies carried out by the author 
and other scholars.  
 
The first chapters present the context surrounding US housing 
policy, including basic trends and problems, the housing finance 
system, and the role of the federal tax system in subsidizing 
homeowner and rental housing. The middle chapters focus on 
individual subsidy programs. The closing chapters discuss issues 
and programs that do not necessarily involve subsidies, 
including homeownership, mixed-income housing, and 
governmental efforts to improve access to housing by reducing 
discriminatory barriers in the housing and mortgage markets. 
The concluding chapter also offers reflections on future 
directions of U.S. housing policy. 

There Goes the 'Hood: View of Gentrification from the 
Ground Up, By Lance Freeman, Temple University Press, 
July 2006, US$25.95 (paperback). 

Rather than hewing to theory by asking professionals about 
gentrification in minority-dominated urban areas, Columbia 
assistant professor Freeman takes a practical approach, bringing 
his questions to the residents themselves. Focusing on New 
York City neighborhoods Harlem, in Manhattan, and Brooklyn's 
Clinton Hill, he asks residents about everything from widespread 
retail development to expensive apartments and residential 
developments. What he uncovers is a "nuanced reaction toward 
gentrification. ... welcome by some and feared and loathed by 
others, and even dreaded and welcomed at the same time by the 
same people." It's Freeman's pursuit of this duality that makes 
the book strong - he's willing to admit that gentrification is both 
a pleasure and a problem, rather than setting up camp on one 
side. He explores the reasons that residents welcome 
gentrification, and the very real, though by no means universal 
benefits imparted by it. Simple experiences like grocery 
shopping in a clean, well-lit store, or eating at a decent 
restaurant, are new and much-appreciated by indigenous 
residents-except that those residents must struggle to afford 
such places, despite the measure of economic opportunity 
created by them. That sense of balance, combined with the 
powerful voices of the folks involved, that makes this study 
important and informative. 

Privileged Places:  Race, Residence, and the Structure of 
Opportunity By Gregory D. Squires and Charis E. Kubrin, 
Lynne Rienner Publishers, July 2006, 180 pages, US$ 49.95 
(hardbound). 
 
In the United States today, quality of life depends heavily on 
where one lives—but high levels of racial segregation in 
residential communities make it frustratingly  difficult to 
disentangle the effects of place from those of race. Gregory 
Squires and Charis Kubrin tackle these issues head-on, exploring 
how inequities resulting from the intersection of race and place, 
coupled with the effects of public policy, permeate and shape 
structures of opportunity in the United States. 
 
Waiting for Gautreaux: A Story of Segregation, Housing 
and the Black Ghetto. By Alexander Polikoff. 
Northwestern University Press. 2006, 422 pages. US$40. 
 
On his thirty-ninth birthday in 1966, Alexander Polikoff, a 
volunteer ACLU attorney and partner in a Chicago law firm, 
met some friends to discuss a pro bono case. Over lunch, the 
four talked about the Chicago Housing Authority construction 
program. All the new public housing, it seemed, was going into 
black neighborhoods. If discrimination was prohibited in public 
schools, wasn't it also prohibited in public housing?  

And so began Gautreaux v. CHA and HUD, a case that from its 
rocky beginnings would roll on year after year, decade after 
decade, carrying Polikoff and his colleagues to the nation's 
Supreme Court (to face then-solicitor general Robert Bork); 
establishing precedents for suits against the discriminatory 
policies of local housing authorities, often abetted by HUD; and 
setting the stage for a nationwide experiment aimed at ending 
the concentration--and racialization--of poverty through public 
housing. Sometimes Kafkaesque, sometimes simply inspiring, 
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and never less than absorbing, the story of Gautreaux, told by its 
principal lawyer, moves with ease through local and national 
civil rights history, legal details, political matters, and the 
personal costs--and rewards--of a commitment to fairness, 
equality, and justice. Both the memoir of a dedicated lawyer, and 
the narrative of a tenacious pursuit of equality, this story--itself a 
critical, still-unfolding chapter in recent American history--urges 
us to take an essential step in ending the racial inequality that 
Alexis de Toqueville prophetically named America's "most 
formidable evil."  

 
Bringing Buildings Back: From Abandoned Properties to 
Community Assets, By Alan Mallach, National Housing 
Institute, Rutgers University Press, 2006. 344 pages, 
US$32.95. 
 

Abandoned properties are a plague across the United States, 
from rust belt cities like Detroit and Buffalo to small towns like 
Lima, Ohio, and Waterloo, Iowa. Even in Sunbelt cities such as 
Houston and Las Vegas, abandonment is a major problem, as 
investment flows to the periphery, leaving the older, inner 
neighborhoods behind. In Bringing Buildings Back, Alan 
Mallach provides policymakers and practitioners with the first 
in-depth guide to understanding and dealing with the many 
ramifications that this issue holds for the future of our older 
cities. 

Combining practical suggestions with a thoughtful exploration 
of policy, Mallach pulls together insights from law, economics, 
planning, and design to address all sides of the problem, from 
how abandonment can be prevented to how best to bring these 
properties back into productive reuse. Focusing on the need for 
sustainable reuse and revitalization of America's cities and 
neighborhoods, Bringing Buildings Back shows how finding 
solutions for individual buildings can and must be tied to the 
larger process of making our cities economically stronger and 
environmentally sounder places to live and work. The book is 
replete with examples of how cities, community development 
corporations, and others have come up with creative, effective 
solutions. 

Written by a distinguished urban planner and practitioner with 
three decades of experience, Bringing Buildings Back provides 
both a detailed toolkit and a call to rethink the way America 
carries out urban redevelopment. It is a book that should be on 
the desk of every mayor, city planner, community developer, or 
neighborhood activist, and used in every course on urban 
redevelopment or neighborhood revitalization. 

 
 

NEW RESEARCH 
 
Inequities in Access to Housing in Urban China 
By John Logan and Yiping Fang 
 
Market reform has radically transformed China in the past 
two decades, affecting most aspects of people's daily lives 
and livelihoods.  In the real estate sector, a massive 
infusion of resources has greatly improved access to 
housing, while at the same time the mechanisms of housing 

allocation have shifted in fundamental ways.  What was 
once a scarce resource available at cheap rents is now 
becoming a consumer commodity for a nation of 
homeowners. 
 
Housing has long played a key role in China's stratification 
system.  During the socialist period, when incomes were 
low and relatively equal among urban residents, the more 
salient dimension of inequality was in the housing 
system.  As discussed below, access to public rental 
housing (and to better equipped and larger units) was 
contingent on political position, work unit authority, and 
education, and only official local residents had any 
entitlement at all.  In the reform period, much discussion 
has centered on the spiraling cost of housing, suggesting 
that financial resources might become the prime 
determinant of housing market outcomes as what happens 
in the market economy. But administrative power remains 
salient to all aspects of the economy during market 
transition.  Access to housing is, therefore not only 
predicted by market forces including household income 
and education; but institutional factors such as hukou 
(household registration) status, work unit rank, or party 
membership continue to play a significant role in this. 
 
Previous studies on urban housing in China often limited 
their survey samples to urban permanent residents, 
assuming that most newcomers were not involved in the 
urban housing system. "Migrants" in China studies often 
refer to those who have migrated to a city without officially 
registering themselves in that city - in other words, those 
who have not moved their hukou to that city. We use 
Census microdata to cover people of all residence statuses, 
taking into account not only where they were born or, if 
they are migrants, how long they have lived there) but also 
their legal status (how they are classified in China's 
household registration system - urban vs. rural). We have 
set up six groups of residence status - urban natives, rural 
natives, established urban migrants, recent urban migrants, 
established rural migrants, and recent rural migrants. 
 
Our study includes eight of China's largest cities, with a 
sample of over 20,000 cases.  The Census classifies housing 
tenure into many categories, reflecting the persistence of 
old types along with creation of new modes of 
tenure.  Public rental, self-built (or inherited) homes, and 
collective (group quarters) living were the main tenure 
types in socialist China. Housing reform has created new 
forms including purchase by sitting tenants, market 
purchase with or without subsidy, and market rental. Self-
built housing is overall large size, but low quality. Relative 
to 'purchased' housing, rental housing in general, and 
especially market rental is more crowded and poorer in 
quality. 
 
Our results show that households with different residence 
status have very different routes to finding a home. There 
are many ins and outs in China's transitional housing 
system, offering more opportunities for some people than 
for others. By the year 2000 public rental remains a major 
factor in these eight cities. Housing purchase at a full 
market price is still uncommon, but a large share of public 
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renters have become owners at below-market rates. 
 
Who stays in public rental housing and who were the first 
to 'purchase' public housing at subsidized rates? Previous 
research found that households with a better connection 
with work units and government are more likely to stay in 
the public rental housing when it is still available. However 
after the 1998 policy on termination of welfare housing 
provision, our 2000 census data shows a different trend. 
Those who are better-off were able to purchase their 
previous rental housing earlier. Urban natives and migrants 
with urban hukou who have lived in the city more than five 
years are the leading groups purchasing their public 
housing, reflecting not only their better socio-economic 
profile but also their institutional position. 
 
Market rental is the least preferred tenure: no subsidy and 
no ownership. For rural migrants this is the dominant 
tenure choice for those who live in families; the main 
alternative is collective (often dormitory) housing. They are 
the least likely group to access 'public purchase'. The 
limited housing choices for rural migrants probably depress 
their chances of remaining in urban areas. For example 
only one out of six rural migrant households has lived in 
Guangzhou for more than five years. Being the 
institutionally marginalized group in the city, they have to 
bear with a poorer living condition and at a higher 
cost.  Rural natives, on the other hand, are most likely to 
live in self-built homes (and often rent private homes to 
migrants). 
 
We conclude that institutional factors are still the main 
causes of inequity in housing access. Housing reform 
policies have attempted to create a market distribution 
system in China. But the persistence of the hukou 
institution in Chinese society and the housing history of 
natives (urban workers in public housing, rural villagers in 
self-built homes), slows down this process.  There are 
many more housing choices available and households are 
gaining freedom to choose what they want, but this 
freedom is based on selective privilege not a free market. 
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