
 

H O U S I N G 
N O T E S 

July 2002 
Vol. 21, No. 3 

 
CONTENTS 

 
From the President ......................................... 1 
Nominees for Executive Council ................... 1 
Call for Papers ................................................ 2 
Upcoming Events ............................................ 2 
Australian Housing: A Snapshot................... 2 
Indigenous Housing in Australia................... 3 
Australian Advocacy and Policy  
on the Web....................................................... 4 
A Change at UN Habitat ................................ 4 
Lack of Affordable Homes............................. 4 
New Info Sources and Reports ...................... 5 
Grants .............................................................. 5 
Jobs................................................................... 5 
Recent Publications ........................................ 5 
 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Publication of this newsletter coincides with the XVth World 
Congress of the International Sociological Association, held this 
Summer in Brisbane, Australia, from July 7-13.  I want to thank 
Mara for getting this issue out in time to be available to the 
congress participants and I am also grateful to Michael and Les 
for putting together an exciting program with many 
interesting papers.  We were allotted six sessions, which will be 
fully utilized with some 30 papers scheduled for presentation.  
Participants come from five continents. In addition to the 
program sessions, there will also be a Business Meeting.  The 
agenda will include elections for the Executive Council and I 
encourage everyone to attend. Program information on the ISA 
Congress can be found on www.sociology2002.com/. 
 
New members of RC43 may not yet know about our listserve, 
where people can post and read information on housing, 
including job openings, requests for information, news on 
upcoming events, recent publications, etc. To join 
the list, send Email to: rc_43-request@csc.canterbury.ac.nz with 
the message: subscribe rc_43 in the message area. To visit the 
RC43 website, go to www.colorado.edu/research/rc43/. 

 
NOMINEES FOR EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
 

Janet Smith is an assistant professor in the Urban Planning 
and Policy Program at UIC.  Janet’s teaching, research and 
community service focuses on equity issues in local housing 
planning and policy implementation.  Recent funded research 
includes a study for the Fannie Mae Foundation on asset-
building and neighborhood revitalization; developing a homeless 
needs assessment methodology for the Chicago region; and 
studying the process of relocating Chicago Housing Authority 
tenants in conjunction with the Urban Institute.  Janet is co-
editing and writing a book with Pat Wright (UIC) and Larry 
Bennett (DePaul University) on public housing transformation 
in Chicago entitled Where are Poor People to Live? Her articles on 
public housing include: “Transformation: Mixing public housing 
residents in not out” (Planners Network forthcoming); “The Space 
of Local Control in US Public Housing Devolution” (Geografiska 
Annaler B 2000); and “Cleaning Up Public Housing By Sweeping 
out the Poor” (Habitat International 1999).  Janet has a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts (1985) and Master of Urban Planning degree (1990) 
from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and a 
Ph.D. in Urban Studies from Cleveland State University (1998). 

 
Flavio A. M. de Souza is a Brazilian Architect/ Planner 

(1990, Universidade Federal de Pernambuco - UFPE, Brazil) and 
earned his Ph.D. in Urban Planning from Oxford Brookes 
University in 1998. He is a Professor at the School of 
Architecture and Urbanism at the Universidade Federal de 
Alagoas (UFAL), Brazil. He teaches in the Graduate Program on 
Sustainable Development and Environment at UFAL, and is a 
Visitng Professor in the Graduate Program on Urban 
Development at UFPE. At UFAL, he coordinates the Urban 
Issues Study Group which investigates issues related to Urban 
Projects, Low-Income Housing, and Strategic Planning in Brazil.  
His work has been published in Habitat International , which 
named him "runner-up" for the Jorge Hardoy Memorial Prize 
for the Best Paper by a Researcher from a Developing Country 
(2000). He has also published in Geoforum, Storia Urbana, and 
International Planning Studies.  Flavio is currently a post 
doctoral fellow at University of Texas at Austin, investigating 
households’ perceptions of land tenure security in Texas 
Colonias.  His main research interests are low-income housing, 
household perceptions of land tenure security, housing land 
markets and public policy. In 1999-2000, he acted as a consultant 
in the design of the Sustainable Development Plan for the 
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Northern Coast of Maceio, where issues relating to land market 
activation, securing land tenure for the existing poor 
communities, and environmental friendly design approaches 
were considered. 
 
J. David Hulchanski serves as director of the Centre for Urban 
and Community Studies at the University of Toronto.  The 
Centre promotes and disseminates multidisciplinary research and 
policy analysis on urban issues. Hulchanski also teaches graduate 
courses and supervises dissertation research on housing policy, 
social welfare, community development and human rights in the 
Faculty of Social Work. His teaching and research focus on 
housing policy and related urban social and economic issues, 
including poverty, the relationship between health and housing, 
discrimination in housing markets, social housing programs, and 
homelessness.  One of Hulchanski’s current research initiatives 
is a project called “Housing Experiences of New Canadians: 
Comparative Case Studies of Immigrants and Refugees in 
Greater Toronto,” funded by the Social Sciences and Human-
ities Research Council of Canada. He was invited by the World 
Health Organization to present the keynote address at the June 
2001 conference in Bonn, Housing and Health in Europe: Designing 
an International Agenda.  Hulchanski sits on the City of Toronto's 
Advisory Committee on Homelessness and Socially Isolated 
Persons and on the board of directors of Raising the Roof: 
Solutions for Canada's Homeless, a national registered charity. 
He has also served as North American editor for Housing Studies.  
He earned his master’s and Ph.D. degrees in urban planning at 
the University of Toronto. In 1997, he was appointed to the only 
endowed chair in housing studies in North America, the Dr. 
Chow Yee Ching Chair in Housing.   
 
 

CALL FOR PAPERS 
 
Women In The City in the Mediterranean World:   
Past and Present 
 
Proposals due by 30 September 2002 
Conference:  March 5-8, 2003, Tunis, Tunisia 
 

How may one read urban space through a gender approach? 
How to make visible the role and gestures that are specifically 
feminine through the reading of a city space? Does the fact of 
being a woman imply a certain specific and particular 
relationship to the city? 

 
The conference organizers propose that presentations be 

organized around the following themes: I. Women, labor, and 
urban economy, II. Wealth, culture and female creativity serving 
the city's cultural heritage, III. The city in the feminine:  
discourse, memory and representation, IV. Women, spatial 
practices and management of everyday life, V. Urban violence 
and the condition of women, VI. Women and urban governance.  

 
To submit a proposal, send your name, institution, address, 

telephone number, fax, email, and the title with a short 
description to: Faculte des Lettres, 2010 Manouba, CERES, 
Laboratoire Ressources patrimoniales, Hassen Annabi, Dalenda 
Largueche, 23, rue d'Espagne, 1000 Tunis OR email 
largueche.ad@planet.tn 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
46TH IFHP WORLD CONGRESS:  
URBAN CONDITIONS 21 
8-12 September, 2002 
Tianjin, China 
ifhp.nl@inter.nl.net
 
HOUSING EDUCATION AND  
THE NEW HOUSING MANAGEMENT 
September 10-11, 2002 
Harris Manchester College, Oxford, UK 
Conference administrator: Mark Beesley 
cce@brookes.ac.uk
 
UPWARD NEIGHBOURHOOD TRAJECTORIES: 
GENTRIFICATION IN A NEW CENTURY 
September 26-27, 2002 
Department of Urban Studies,  
University of Glasgow 
Glasgow, Scotland 
Elizabeth Nicholson e.nicholson@socsci.gla.ac.uk
 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 
COLLEGIATE SCHOOLS OF PLANNING            
November 21-24, 2002  
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 
More info: www.acsponline.org.   
 

ARTICLES 
 

AUSTRALIAN HOUSING : A SNAPSHOT 
by Michael Bounds 

 
The front cover of the March - April edition of The Economist 
proclaimed  The houses that saved the world.  Nowhere is this more 
true than in the Australian economy. The export sector of the 
economy has been sustained by low exchange rates.  On the 
domestic front it is the building industry, and all its pump 
priming potential for the rest of the economy, that has sustained 
low levels of unemployment, currently at 6.3%, and high levels 
of growth for the past five years. The Federal government has 
actively stimulated the market through first home owner 
subsidies, but more importantly the historically low interest rates 
have driven the market.  
 
This is particularly the case in the capital cities - one might say 
global cities - of Melbourne and Sydney but also in the other 
states. Still the price differentials between the East coast cities of 
Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane and the other capitals, which 
have been widening since the seventies, are now vastly separated.  
BIS Shrapnel, local property analysts, estimate that by 2005 the 
median price of housing in Sydney will be double that of all the 
other capitals except Melbourne.  
 
This is the tale of the cities, as housing and work are a very 
different picture in country areas. Still, it is fair to argue that 
Sydney’s affordable housing is located in Adelaide!   Housing 
speculation, as Leonie Sandercock remarked some years ago, is 
Australia’s national hobby and with 70% of housing in owner 
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occupation and 40% owned outright, the majority of the 
population have their wealth tied up in their home.  
Federal taxation policy, which frees capital gain on the principal 
place of residence from tax, encourages chez nous as the 
investment of choice. The drive to maximize the value of the 
home, combined with the pressure on land in the east coast 
capitals, has led to the paradox of declining lot sizes and 
increasing house sizes as land values rise in the continent with 
the lowest population densities in the world.   
 
Increasing urban densities are manifest in two housing 
innovations which are novel for Australia but parallel other 
developed nations. Both are a product of urban consolidation or 
compact city policies.  
 
The first is the rise of the master planned estate on the urban 
fringe, drawing heavily on contemporary concerns with security 
and principles of new urbanism. Such estates sell to established 
middle-range income families and offer the promise of security, 
a planned lifestyle and a socio-economically relatively 
homogeneous population. These estates are indicative of the 
changing economic base of the major cities and the upward 
mobility of outer urban areas that were once the archetypal 
dormitory suburbs of industrial workers.  
 
The second is the massive redevelopment of inner city 
brownfield waterfront and landlocked sites. Encouraged by state 
planning policies of urban consolidation, semi government 
urban  developers and urban development corporations, whole 
suburbs of 10,000-20,000 people exclusively in townhouse and 
apartment developments have been created in the past decade. 
This level of medium density development has no precedent 
since the 1930s in Australia. While Australia has never been 
subject to the inner urban depopulation characteristic of the US, 
inner urban populations have consistently declined in the post-
war period as family sizes have decreased.  In the past decade 
apartment building has seen the population of these inner areas 
begin to grow. The dwellings are characteristically rented lifestyle 
apartments with gyms and swimming pools and in the 
surrounding area they spawn a bevy of coffee shops delis and 
restaurants. 
 
These two forms of development are not only transforming the 
urban form but significantly changing and segmenting the socio-
demographic distribution of the major cities. Equally the 
appreciation in property values has favoured the baby boomers 
with high levels of equity in their own homes enabling them to 
carry unprecedented levels of debt in mortgage borrowings and 
to invest in rental properties in the new inner area developments. 
This will inevitably impact on housing entry costs, affordability 
and wealth division in the cities.  
 
Housing is thus forging geographic and demographic forms of 
economic division. Public housing has largely become residual 
welfare housing and the state is progressively reducing its direct 
housing provision.  Fortunately this has not, as yet, led to 
problems of shelter as the vast building boom has created 
historically high levels of rental vacancy which is driving rents 
down.   (See also Bounds M & Morris A Economic Restructuring 
and Gentrification in the Inner City Australian Planner Vol 38, No 2 
2001 pp 128-132) 

 
INDIGENOUS HOUSING IN AUSTRALIA 

 
The following is drawn from the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade’s web site, www.dfat.gov.au/facts/indg_education.html. 
 
Indigenous housing accounts for 20 per cent of the Australian 
Government's spending on public and community housing. 
Much of it is channeled through around 700 Indigenous 
community-controlled housing organizations.  The number of 
houses owned or managed by Indigenous Community Housing 
Organizations has increased from about 12 000 in 1992 to more 
than 20 000 in 1999.  
 
There is some indication that housing conditions for indigenous 
populations have improved.  In 1992, 28 per cent of Indigenous 
communities had no electricity. In 1999, that figure was 10 per 
cent. Access to high-level sewerage systems has increased from 
55 per cent of Indigenous communities in 1992 to 67 per cent in 
1999.  In the early 1970s up to 20 per cent of Indigenous 
families lived in improvised dwellings, but the proportion living 
in such dwellings is now less than three per cent.  Still, in many 
remote and rural indigenous communities housing and related 
infrastructure are inadequate. Only 28 per cent of Indigenous 
families own their own homes and many low income families 
find it difficult to obtain finance or meet loan repayments.  At 
the Housing Ministers’ Conference in May 2001, all ministers 
adopted a ten year statement of new directions for Indigenous 
housing, Building a Better Future:  Indigenous Housing to 2010 
(available on the FaCS web site).  
  
Programs for addressing the housing needs of the indigenous 
population include the following:  The Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC) administers the Community 
Housing and Infrastructure Program , which funds home 
construction and renovation, and construction of water, power 
and sewerage infrastructure  ATSIC also subsidizes home loans 
to Indigenous families.  The Department of Family and 
Community Services runs the Aboriginal Rental Housing 
Program.  Australia’s 2001 Budget boosted funding for 
Indigenous housing and infrastructure in rural and remote areas, 
and to provide Indigenous community housing organizations 
with access to training in housing management and maintenance. 
 
For more information:   
Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs - 
www.atsia.gov.au 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission - 
www.atsic.gov.au 
Department of Education, Training and Youth Affairs - 
www.detya.gov.au 
Department of Family and Community Services - 
www.facs.gov.au 
Department of Health and Aged Care 
Indigenous and Public Health Media Unit - www.health.gov.au
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AUSTRALIAN ADVOCACY AND POLICY  
ON THE WEB 

 
Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute 
http://www.ahuri.edu.au/background/index.html
Includes research reports on topics such as Indigenous Housing, 
Homelessness and Marginal Housing, Transforming 
Communities, and others. 
 
National Community Housing Forum 
http://www.nchf.org.au/
A guide to Australia’s community housing sector.  This 
affordable rental housing is owned and run by nonprofit housing 
associations and represents a growing part of the country’s 
affordable housing stock.   
 
Australasian Housing Information Network 
http://www.ahin.infoxchange.net.au/
On-line portal for housing information, research, data, policy 
and practice in Australia and New Zealand. 
 
 

A CHANGE AT UN HABITAT 
 
Earlier this year, the United Nations Centre for Human 
Settlements (UNCHS) received an institutional promotion from 
“Centre” to “Programme” status. The new organization will be 
known as UN-HABITAT. This note welcomes the change and 
discusses its implications. 
  
UNCHS, also known as Habitat, was established in October 
1978, following the first Habitat conference in Vancouver in 
1976. The second Habitat conference, or Habitat II, was 
organized in Istanbul in 1996. The Habitat Agenda was formally 
adopted in Istanbul, and its implementation became the primary 
objective of the UNCHS. At the follow-up conference to 
Istanbul -- Istanbul+5, in New York, 2001 -- it was proposed 
that the status of UNCHS be upgraded to revitalize the 
organization, and refocus the world’s attention on improving 
housing and living conditions. In December 2001, the United 
Nation’s General Assembly adopted the proposal to implement 
the status change with effect from January first, 2002. 
  
UN-HABITAT’s enhanced institutional profile brings the 
organization to the “top table” of UN decision-making. This 
gives its Executive Director a seat at the Chief Executives Board, 
in many ways the “cabinet” of the Secretary General of the UN. 
The chief administrators of other UN Funds and Programmes, 
such as the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO), the 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), the World Health 
Organization “(WHO), etc., are members of the Chief 
Executives Board. The assumption is that UN-Habitat’s 
elevation will make it more difficult for international policy-
makers to ignore the organization and its priorities. 
  
In terms of funding, there is also reason for optimism. However, 
there is also some uncertainty. Unfortunately, there is no definite 
increase in the organization’s budget. The change in 

organizational status carries with it more opportunity to be 
influential, but also greater responsibility to raise the funding 
necessary to live up to the enhanced position. In the present 
environment of fiscal austerity, this can be a cause for concern. 
  
UN-HABITAT will continue to focus on the implementation of 
the Habitat agenda, primarily the objective to improve housing 
and infrastructure conditions in human settlements of 
developing countries. Two key initiatives include global 
campaigns on Secure Tenure and Urban Governance.  Its 
commitments to monitoring and evaluation include the Global 
Urban Observatory, the Urban Indicators Program, and the Best 
Practices Database.  In addition, it will pay special attention to 
one particular Millennium Development Goal (adopted at the 
UN Millennium Summit in New York, in September 2000): A 
significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum 
dwellers by the year 2020. The adoption of this goal may have 
been instrumental in the UNCHS’ promotion. Finally, UN-
HABITAT is also expected to continue playing a key role in 
various post-conflict, reconstruction and rehabilitation 
endeavors around the world. We wish the world body luck and 
success.  You can access more information on the UN-
HABITAT at its website, www.unhabitat.org. 

--Vinit Mukhija 
 

 

LACK OF AFFORDABLE HOMES RIVALS 
HEALTH CARE 

AS A PROBLEM FOR WORKING 
AMERICANS 

 
From www.knowledgeplex.org. 
The Fannie Mae Foundation's Affordable Housing Survey, 
released June 16, 2002 at the annual meeting of the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors, found that affordable housing is a much 
more important issue to the American public than previously 
thought. According to the survey, conducted for the Foundation 
by the independent research firms of Peter D. Hart and Robert 
M. Teeter, among working families, 41 percent believe a lack of 
affordable homes is a very or fairly big problem, compared to 39 
percent who feel that way about the lack of affordable health 
care, 34 percent about high unemployment, and 20 percent 
about crime. And almost half (46 percent) of working families 
say there are few to no good options for families in similar 
financial situations looking for affordable places to live. 
 
The American public believes that lack of affordable homes is a 
bigger problem in their communities (37% say it is a very or 
fairly big problem) than are job loss and unemployment (36%), 
crime (23%), and air pollution (21%). Only lack of affordable 
health care was viewed as a bigger problem (43 percent). 
 
The survey involved a randomly selected and nationally 
representative sample of 1,004 adults over age 22, who were 
interviewed by telephone. The survey was conducted from May 
28 to June 4, 2002 and concerned respondents' assessments of 
their living situations and their preferences regarding housing 
and community. During the same period, a randomly selected 
sample of 300 adult members of "working families" was also 
surveyed by telephone. 
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NEW INFO SOURCES & REPORTS 
 

Two Reports on Social Welfare-Housing Links 
 

"Housing Strategies to Strengthen Welfare Policy and 
Support Working Families" by Barbara Sard and Margy 
Waller for The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities and The 
Brookings Institution Center on Urban & Metropolitan Policy.  
This paper summarizes recent research on the connection 
between affordable housing and success at work, and makes a 
series of policy recommendations for welfare reauthorization 
and related housing legislation.  http://www.cbpp.org/4-15-
02hous.pdf

 
"The Importance of Housing Benefits to Welfare 

Success," by Sheila R. Zedlewski is based on a new analysis of 
data from the 1999 National Survey of American Families. 
www.brookings.edu/dybdocroot/es/urban/speeches/20020412
_welfhous.htm. 

 
 

"Making Work Pay for Public Housing Residents: Lessons 
from the Jobs-Plus Demonstration"  from James A. Riccio 
and Steven Bliss for the Manpower Demonstration Research 
Corp.  www.mdrc.org/Reports2002/ JobsPlusPolicyBrief/ 
JobsPlus_PolicyBriefFull.htm   
 
 
Homelessness 

International HOMELESS weblinks archive site: 
csf.colorado.edu/homeless

 
The Institute for the Study of Homelessness and Poverty at 

the Weingart Center, www.weingart.org/institute. 
 
European Housing Review 2002, by Prof. Michael Ball and 
published by RICS (Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors) is 
now available.  The report provides an insight into the state of 
the hosuing market in 14 countries and looks at institutional and 
policy issues on housing within each country. A summary of the 
report can be found on the RICs website 
www.rics.org/resources/public_affairs/european_housing_revie
w.html. You can also order a free copy of the full report via the 
website. 
 
Innovative Public Housing Initiatives: An Annotated 
Bibliography  published by Wayne State University's School of 
Social Work provides an overview of emerging innovations in 
the field of public housing. It also reports on the results of these 
innovations www.socialwork.wayne.edu/sswpublications.htm
 
Local Government in Emerging Democracies 
The Local Government Information Network, 
www.logincee.org, is a local government information 
clearinghouse designed to promote the professional 
development of local government officials and their staffs in 
emerging democracies.  LOGIN founders include LGI, USAID, 
The World Bank, UNDP, and the Council of Europe.  While the 
primary audience is the local government officials, anyone 
involved in local government issues will find a wealth of useful 
information on LOGIN.  The Library provides access not only 

to resources from partner organizations in network member 
countries, but also to documents from local governments and 
organizations throughout Central and Eastern Europe as well as 
other regions of the world. 
 
The Historical Census Data system, part of HUD USER's 
State of the Cities Data Systems (SOCDS) portal, now 
includes 2000 Census statistics, culled from the Census Bureau's 
Demographic Profiles Sample Data. The updated data are 
provided for all 331 metropolitan areas, their 542 central cities, 
and 11,397 suburban places. Visit HUD USER's Web site: 
socds.huduser.org/Census/Census_Home.htm. 
 
 
 

GRANTS 
 

Fulbright Grants in 140 Countries  The Fulbright Scholar 
Program is offering lecturing/research awards in some 140 
countries for the 2003-2004 academic year. Traditional Fulbright 
awards are available from two months to an academic year or 
longer. A new short-term grants program-the Fulbright Senior 
Specialists Program- offers two-to-six-week grants in a variety of 
disciplines and fields.  While foreign language skills are needed in 
some countries, most Fulbright lecturing assignments are in 
English. Some 80 percent of the awards are for lecturing.  
Application deadlines for 2003-2004 awards are: August 1 for 
Fulbright traditional lecturing and research grants worldwide.  
Information and an online application are also available on the 
Web at www.cies.org/  

 
 

JOBS 
 
Research Assistant 
The Association for the Study and Development of Community 
(ASDC) located in the Washington, DC metropolitan area - an 
organization comprised of leading community development 
scientists and practitioners in the United States and Europe.  We 
are looking for a full-time research assistant to coordinate 
projects.  See our web site www.capablecommunity.com for 
more information about our work.  Send your resume, 
references, and cover letter to (be specific about your skills and 
experience relate to our work): RA Search, ASDC, 312 South 
Frederick Ave., Gaithersburg, MD 20877, Or fax to 301-519-
0724, or e-mail us at asdc@capablecommunity.com.   
 
 
 
 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
 
Ahmad, A. M., A. E. M. Sultan, et al. (2002). “Low-cost 
housing projects in Khartoum with special focus on housing 
patterns.” Habitat International 26(2): 139-157. 
  
Ambrose, B. W., A. Pennington-Cross, et al. (2002). “Credit 
rationing in the US mortgage market: Evidence from variation in 
FHA market shares.” Journal of Urban Economics 51(2): 272-
294. 
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