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Amrita Daniere is currently Chair of the Department of Geography at the University of 
Toronto at Mississauga. She teaches undergraduate courses on the geography of 
Southeast Asia and environmental issues in developing countries. Her graduate 
teaching is within the University of Toronto’s planning program, where she is responsible 
for supervising the planning workshop course and a course focused on planning with the 
urban poor. Professor Daniere occasionally serves as a consultant to international 
development organizations on issues related to housing, urban development, 
transportation planning, and social capital development. 

Her published research focuses on policy issues related to the rapid urbanization of 
cities in developing countries, especially the social and economic well-being of low-
income urban residents in cities of Latin America and Southeast Asia, using econometric 
and other statistical techniques to analyze service delivery issues.  

In general, her research can be divided into three primary areas of interest: (1) access to 
basic services and infrastructure; (2) urban environmental policy, specifically the 
relationship between the provision of water and sanitation services, socio-economic 
groups, and environmental attitudes; and (3) issues related to public participation, social 
capital and slum upgrading. There is considerable overlap between these three areas, 
as they contribute directly to the quality of life experienced by urban residents.  

In 2003, Professor Daniere received funding from SSHRC to conduct a three-year 
research project with Professor Michael Douglass at the University of Hawaii on the 
relationship between community or associational life, urban governance and civic 
spaces in Asian cities. This project has allowed her to bring together researchers from 
both North and South and produce an edited book manuscript with case-studies 
contributed from a variety of places. In addition, Professor Daniere conducted research 
on communities’ willingness to participate in improving access to environmental services 
and factors that influence their participation in the design and delivery of urban services. 
The research focused on a crucial but underexplored aspect of community dynamics 
and capacity – local social networks, and how they influence the capacity of a 
community to manage its environment and contribute to better policy design and 
implementation. The research involved communities in Bangkok, Thailand, and Ho Chi 
Minh City, Vietnam.  
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Amrita Daniere received her A.B. (magna cum laude) from Dartmouth College, and her 
M.P.P. and Ph.D. from Harvard under the supervision of Professor John F. Kain. 
Following a year as a senior urban advisor for the United Nations Development Program 
in Bangkok, Thailand, she accepted a position at the University of California at Irvine in 
its department of Urban and Regional Planning. She subsequently moved to the 
University of Toronto in 1995 where she has remained except for two year-long visiting 
professorships at Middlebury College in Vermont (1999-2000) and MIT in Cambridge 
(2005-2006). 
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