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Emily Paradis has worked in research, advocacy, activism, and service provision with 
women who are homeless for more than 15 years. She is currently a Ph.D. candidate in 
Adult Education at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at University of Toronto.  

In April 2005, she initiated a participatory research project with participants at a Toronto 
drop-in for women who are homeless and marginalized. Over the course of 14 months, 
more than 50 women participated in weekly meetings to learn about human rights, give 
testimony on rights violations they had experienced, and take action to claim their rights. 
Among other actions, the group, FORWARD, prepared and delivered a report to the 
May, 2006 review of Canada by the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights. Ms. Paradis continues to work with FORWARD in a consultant role as 
the group pursues its current projects. 

With CERA, a Toronto-based housing rights organization, she assisted in the 
coordination of the National Working Group on Women and Housing, developed 
educational materials on women’s homelessness in Canada, and participated in 
international human rights advocacy on women’s right to adequate housing. 

Ms. Paradis has participated in research projects on homelessness among immigrant 
families, young homeless mothers and child protection involvement, homelessness and 
the criminal justice system, and histories of abuse among homeless women. She has 
worked in drop-ins, shelters, and street outreach programs in Montreal, Hamilton and 
Toronto, and was a founding member of La rue des femmes / Herstreet, Montreal’s first 
women’s hostel based in a feminist philosophy. She earned her M.Ed. in Counselling 
Psychology at OISE/UT, with a focus on trauma and women’s homelessness. 

Her scholarly interests include women’s homelessness, trauma, and human rights; 
ethics and participatory methodologies in research with people who are homeless and 
marginalized; and theorizing women’s homelessness in a transnational, anti-racist 
feminist framework. 
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