
 

                                                 Centre for 
       Urban and  
         Community Studies                                                                       U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T O R O N T O  
     
       R E S E A R C H  A S S O C I A T E  
 

 

Timothy G. Myles 
Director, Urban Entomology Program, and Research Associate, Centre for Urban 
and Community Studies, University of Toronto 
Research Associate, Centre for Biodiversity and Conservation Biology, Royal 
Ontario Museum 
Adjunct Professor, Faculty of Forestry, University of Toronto  

Address: Urban Entomology, CUCS, 455 Spadina Ave., Suite 400, Toronto, Ontario M5S 2G8. Tel 416-
978-5755; E-mail t.myles@utoronto.ca; Web site: http://www.utoronto.ca/forest/termite/termite.htm 

Tim Myles is one of Canada’s few urban entomologists and among the foremost world 
authorities on the biology, systematics, control, and management of termites. His 
primary research interest is structural entomology, with an emphasis on the least toxic 
ways to control termites throughout a municipality. He has invented and patented a 
novel control method called Trap-Treat-Release (TTR), which eradicates infestations 
using 1/10,000th the amount of chemicals used in conventional methods. TTR is now 
under commercial development. 

Dr. Myles has also pioneered new management approaches for large-scale termite 
control programs. These include coordinating neighbourhood participation, surveying 
and mapping urban termite distribution patterns, conducting multi-phased yard wood 
management, scheduling monitoring and treatments, and assessing and reporting on 
large-scale projects. This management approach is appropriate for northern regions and 
municipalities such as Toronto, which are faced with invasive termite infestations that 
threaten the wood-frame housing infrastructure. Dr. Myles calls this new management 
paradigm Block-wide Termite Control (BTC).  

He has also conducted applied research on physical barriers, insect growth regulators, 
baits, control with pathogenic fungi, and termite-resistant building products. He has 
published major monographs on topics such as the endocrine physiology of caste 
differentiation in termites, reproduction in termites, termite social evolution, the risk of 
termite intrusion into buried nuclear waste, and the termites of Mexico. He has taught 
courses in Urban Entomology and the Biodiversity and Ecology of Wood Degradation. 
Through his popular website, he disseminates information on termite biology and control 
to a large audience. He is a member of numerous entomological societies and a former 
associate editor of the Proceedings of the Ontario Entomological Society.  

Besides his innovations in termite control, he has also co-invented a non-toxic tree wrap 
that is highly effective against gypsy moths, cankerworms, tent caterpillars, and other 
tree defoliators. This system has been successfully commercialized as the Bug Barrier 
Tree Band by Envirometrics Systems, Inc.  
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Dr. Myles received a B.A. in organismic biology from the University of Colorado, an 
M.Sc. in entomology from the University of Hawaii, and a Ph.D. in entomology from the 
University of Arizona. He immigrated to Canada in 1990.  
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